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#3 Syracuse (13-2)
vs. 

#5 Notre Dame (14-2)
NCAA Quarterfinals • Sunday, May 18 • 3 p.m.

Schoellkopf Field (25,597) • Ithaca, N.Y.

2008 Schedule/Results
(13-2)

February

 17 VILLANOVA (TW26) W, 21-6

 24 ARMY (TW26) W, 8-7 

 
March

 1 vs. #3 Virginia! (ESPNU) L, 13-14 (OT)
 9 #12 GEORGETOWN (TW26) W, 9-8 (2OT)

 15 at #4 Johns Hopkins (ESPNU) W, 14-13 (OT)
 22 BINGHAMTON (TW 26) W, 16-2

 25 at Hobart  W, 13-5
 29 #18/18 LOYOLA (TW26) W, 13-8

April

 5 #15 PRINCETON (TW26) W, 13-6

 8 at #5 Cornell (TW26) W, 15-8
 12 at Rutgers W, 17-9
 18 ALBANY (TW26) W, 10-5

 26 MASSACHUSETTS (TW26) W, 16-3

   
May

 3 at #12 Colgate (TW 26) L, 11-12
 11 CANISIUS@ (ESPNU) W, 20-3

 18 vs. #5 Notre Dame# (ESPNU) 3 p.m.
  (at Ithaca, N.Y.)
 24 NCAA Semifinals 12 p.m./2:30 p.m.
  (Foxboro, Mass.)
 26 NCAA Championship 1 p.m.
  (Foxboro, Mass.)

! - Face-Off Classic (Baltimore, Md.)
@ - NCAA First Round (Syracuse, N.Y.)
# - NCAA Quarterfinals (Ithaca, N.Y.) 
 Home Games in BOLD CAPS

SYRACUSE’S PROJECTED LINEUP (2008 Stats)

Attack
20 Greg Niewieroski Jr. 21-4=25 Seven multi-goal games in 2008
10 Kenny Nims Jr. 30-23=53 2+ pts. in each of the last 10 gms
19 Mike Leveille Sr. 42-28=70 3rd in the nation in ppg (4.67)

1st Midfi eld
  3 Matt Abbott Jr. 9-7=16 Started last 11 gms.
 44 Steven Brooks Sr. 25-11=36 5 game-winning goals
24 Brendan Loftus Sr. 17-4=21 Career-best 4 goals vs. Gtown

2nd Midfi eld
  1 Pat Perritt Jr. 9-2=11 Hat trick vs. Loyola
22 Dan Hardy Jr. 19-12=31 Career-best 4 goals @ Rutgers
23 Jovan Miller Fr. 4-6=10 Career-best 3 pts. vs. Loyola

Faceoffs
40 Danny Brennan  Sr. 165-245 (.673) Leads nation in faceoff winning pct.
17 John Carrozza Sr.  25-67 (.373), 16 GB 5 FOW at Colgate

Defensive Midfi eld
17 John Carrozza Sr.  0-1=1, 16 GB Asst. on game-tying goal @ Hopkins
  9 Josh Amidon Fr. 3-1=4, 10 GB 2 goals vs. Villanova
12 Spencer Van Schaack Jr.  1-0=1, 5 GB 1st career goal  @ Cornell
11 Joel White (LSM) Fr. 3-0=3, 53 GB Member of U.S. U-19 national team
35 Sean McGonigle (LSM) So. 0-0=0, 17 GB Played in all 15 games

Close Defense
33 Sid Smith Jr. 0-1=1, 31 GB 2 games w/at least 5 GBs
42 Kyle Guadagnolo Sr. 32 GB Started SU’s last 43 games
31 Evan Brady Sr. 22 GB 2008 captain

Goalie
15 John Galloway Fr. 123 svs., 7.35 GAA Career-high 15 svs. vs. UVA
  7 Al Cavalieri So. 12 svs., 4.61 GAA .706 save pct.
  2 Peter Coluccini Jr. 1 sv., 9.87 GAA Career-best 22 svs. vs. Cornell in ‘07

SETTING THE SCENE
The third-seeded Syracuse men’s lacrosse team continues its quest 
for its 10th national championship on Sunday, May 18 when it meets 
Great Western Lacrosse League champion Notre Dame at 3 p.m. in the 
NCAA quarterfi nals. The Orange advanced to the quarterfi nal round 
for the 27th time in school history with a 20-3 win against Canisius 
in the tournament’s opening round. The sixth-seeded Irish rallied 
for an 8-7 overtime win against Colgate to move on. Sunday’s other 
quarterfi nal pairing features top-seeded Duke and Ohio State. The 
Blue Devils and Buckeyes will face off  at 12 p.m.

ORANGE’S NCAA PEDIGREE 
This is SU’s 28th trip to the 
postseason, the fourth-most 
NCAA appearances by any 
Division I program. It owns 
a 54-18 overall postseason 
record. The Orange’s 54 
tournament victories is the 
second-most behind Johns 
Hopkins and Syracuse holds 
the all-time best postseason 
winning percentage at .750. 
SU received 24 consecutive 
playoff  invitations from 1983-
2006 and reached 22 straight 
Finals Fours from 1983-2004. 
It is tied with Johns Hopkins 
for the most NCAA titles with 
nine (1983, 1988-90, 1993, 
1995, 2000, 2002, 2004) and 
it has reached the NCAA 
Championship game 14 times.

GAME FACTS

Syracuse
2008 Record:  13-2 
2008 Rankings: 3rd (Nike/IL Media) 
  3rd (USILA Coaches)
Head Coach: John Desko 
Coach’s Overall Record: 115-40 ( .742)
Coach’s Record at SU: 115-40 ( .742)

Notre Dame
2008 Record:  14-2
2008 Rankings: 6th (Nike/IL Media)
  5th (USILA Coaches)
Head Coach: Kevin Corrigan
Coach’s Overall Record: 191-109 (.637) 
Coach’s Record at Notre Dame: 181-94 (.658)  

MEDIA INFORMATION
TV:  ESPNU (Dave Ryan, Quint Kessenich)
Radio: WTKW 99.5 FM (Brian Higgins, Kyle Fetterly)
  WHAM 1180 AM (Rochester, N.Y.)
  WAER 88 FM (SU Student Station)
Live Audio: SUathletics.com
Live Stats: SUathletics.com

TALE OF THE TAPE

  SU Stat Category ND  
 15 Games 16
  44.4 Shots Per Game 40.2
  13.81 Goals Per Game 12.28
  7.2 Assists Per Game 7.1
  21.1 Points Per Game 19.4
  .314 Shot % .306
  136 Saves 177
  .555 Save % .619
  7.20 GAA 6.79
  544 Ground Balls 524
  26-70 (.371) EMO 28-63 (.444)
269-321 (.838) Clears 309-386 (.801)
209-366 (.571) Faceoff  % 234-360 (.650)
  79/65:00 Penalties 34/30:30

STORYLINES
1.   SU is making its 27th 

appearance in the NCAA 
quarterfi nals. SU is 24-2 all-time 
in quarterfi nal games.

2.   Syracuse is 2-0 all-time against 
Notre Dame, including a victory 
in the 2001 NCAA semifi nals.

3.   Senior Mike Leveille’s is one 
of fi ve fi nalists for the 2008 
Tewaaraton Trophy.

4.   Senior Danny Brennan leads 
the nation in faceoff  winning 
percentage (.676).

syracuse lacrosse
- 2008 Game Notes -

ALL-TIME NCAA APPEARANCES
includes 2008

 Rk  Team  App.

  1. Johns Hopkins  37
  2. Maryland  31
   Virginia  31
  4. Syracuse  28

  5. Navy  25

ALL-TIME NCAA WINNING PCT.

 Rk  Team (App.) W-L Pct.

  1. Syracuse (28) 54-18 .750

  2. Princeton (17) 29-11 .725
  3. Johns Hopkins (37) 62-27 .697
  4. Virginia (31) 38-26 .594
  5. Maryland (31) 40-28 .588

ALL-TIME NCAA WINS

 Rk  Team (App.)  Wins

  1. Johns Hopkins (37)  62
  2. Syracuse (28)  54

  3. Maryland (31)  40
  4. Virginia (31)  38
  5. Princeton (17)  29
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      The SU offense continued to roll, this time with a 12-3 run in the 
second half which turned a 10-7 Notre Dame lead into a 19-13 Orange 
victory at the Carrier Dome.
 Once the Irish took a 10-7 margin on a Dan Berger goal at 13:23 
of the third quarter, the SU attack unleashed four straight goals, 
including two apiece from attackmen Brian Crockett and Brian Nee. 
Their linemate, Mike Powell, assisted on two of those four goals. Nee 
netted his career-high fourth score off a feed from midfielder Kevin 

Dougherty which gave the Orange an 11-10 lead with 7:34 remaining 
in the third period. SU never trailed again. 
 Notre Dame tied the contest at 11-11 with another Berger goal at the 5:03 mark, but SU received some 
much-needed goal production from its midfielders with a Greg Rommel score at the 4:21 mark and a 
collegiate first for rookie Steven Brooks with 2:23 remaining in the decisive third quarter. 
 SU continued its offensive onslaught with three more goals to start the fourth quarter. Crockett found 
Sean Lindsay, Rommel scored his third goal at the 12:40 mark and Dougherty fed Crockett with 10:34 
remaining for a 16-11 Syracuse advantage. Crockett, who tallied a career-high six goals in SU’s win against 
Virginia, still was not finished. He registered his game-high fifth goal off an assist from Lindsay at the 8:23 
mark. The score gave SU a 17-12 edge. 
 Lindsay set up another teammate, this time junior attackman Zack Wallace at 7:01 to give the Orange 
its largest lead (18-12) of the night besides the final score. 
 ND’s Matt Howell broke the run with an unassisted goal with 6:33 remaining. Dougherty tallied SU’s 
19th and final goal of the game with 3:42 remaining in the contest.
 SU goalie Jay Pfeifer made 10 of his 15 saves in the first half. The SU defense as a whole settled down 
in the second half and held the Irish to just two goals in both the third and fourth quarters, after giving up 
nine goals in the first two periods. 

SYRACUSE 19, NOTRE DAME 13

   1st 2nd 3rd 4th Final

Notre Dame   3   6   2   2    13
Syracuse    4   3   6   6    19

Syracuse Scoring: 

GOALS-  Crockett, 5; Nee, 4; Powell, 3; Rommel, 3; Lindsay, 1; Dougherty, 1; Wallace, 1; Brooks, 1.
ASSISTS-  Powell, 3; Dougherty, 2; Lindsay, 2; Vallone, 2; Bucktooth, 1; Crockett, 1.

Notre Dame Scoring:

GOALS- Giordano, 3; Berger, 3; Howell, 2; Karweck, 2; Walsh, 1; Ryan, 1; Hubschmann, 1.
ASSISTS- Walsh, 3; Ryan, 2; Giordano, 1; Howell, 1.

Shots: Syracuse 44, Notre Dame 41
Ground balls: Syracuse 53, Notre Dame 34
Faceoffs: Syracuse 21-36, Notre Dame 15-36
Clears: Syracuse 20-27, Notre Dame 21-26
Extra-Man: Syracuse 3-4, Notre Dame 3-5
Saves:  Syracuse 15 (Pfeifer, 15); Notre Dame 13 (Crosland, 13)
Penalties: Syracuse 5/2:30, Notre Dame 4/3:00
Attendance: 4,949

LAST TIME THEY MET

g
a

m
e

3 #3 SYRACUSE 19, #5 NOTRE DAME 13
March 11, 2004

Carrier Dome • Syracuse, N.Y.

SERIES VS. NOTRE DAME

Brian Nee Jay Pfeifer

Date                   Score W/L/T W L T

5/26/01 12-5 W 1 0 0
3/11/04 * 19-13 W 2 0 0 

* denotes home game

Overall: SU leads, 2-0
At Syracuse: SU leads, 1-0
At Notre Dame: n/a
At Neutral Sites: SU leads, 1-0
Longest SU Win Streak: 2 (2001-pres.)
Longest ND Win Streak: n/a

SU’S NCAA QUARTERFINAL RESULTS

1979 at Maryland L 13-16
1980  Washington & Lee W 12-4
1981 at North Carolina L 6-13
1983 Penn W 11-8
1984 Rutgers W (OT) 8-7
1985 Penn W 14-7
1986 Rutgers W 17-5
1987 Navy W 18-11
1988 Navy W 23-5
1989 Navy W 18-11
1990 Brown W 20-12
1991 at Johns Hopkins W 11-8
1992 Yale W 17-8
1993 Hofstra W 20-8
1994 Duke W 12-11
1995 Princeton W 15-11
1996 vs. North Carolina W 19-12
1997 vs. Loyola W 13-12
1998 vs. Virginia W 17-14
1999 vs. Loyola W 17-12
2000 vs. Georgetown W 17-13
2001 at Hofstra W 18-13
2002 vs. Duke W 10-9
2003 vs. Princeton W 15-5
2004 vs. Georgetown W 8-7
2006 vs. Johns Hopkins W 13-12

Overall quarterfi nal record: 24-2 .923
Consecutive quarterfi nal wins: 23 (1983-pres.)
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DESKO OWNS HIGHEST NCAA TOURNAMENT WINNING PERCENTAGE
Head coach John Desko took over the program in 1999 and has guided the Orange to nine NCAA 
Tournaments in 10 seasons and three NCAA titles (2000, 2002, 2004). Desko’s clubs are 20-5 in the NCAA 
playoff s, good for a .800 winning percentage. That mark is best among all head coaches that have coached 
at least 10 postseason games. Legendary Johns Hopkins mentor Henry Ciccarone is second with a .750 (18-
6) winning percentage. A complete list of the leaders in NCAA Tournament career winning percentage can 
be found on page 13.

THREE SEED SUITS THE ORANGE WELL
The 2008 NCAA Championship marks the sixth time in school history Syracuse has been seeded third in 
the postseason. The Orange owns a 10-3 record all-time when serving as the No. 3 seed, including winning 
the 1993 and 1995 national championships. The last time Syracuse was the third seed was in 1997 when 
it advanced to the national semifi nals. This is SU’s highest NCAA Tournament seed since 2002 when the 
Orange entered the 2002 playoff s as the second seed. Complete game-by-game results when seeded third 
can be found on page 4. 

SCOUTING NOTRE DAME
The Fighting Irish are riding a season-best seven-game winning streak after knocking off  Colgate, 8-7, in 
overtime in the fi rst round of the NCAA Tournament. The Irish fi nished the regular season in a three-way 
tie with Ohio State and Denver for the Great Western Lacrosse League regular-season title. Notre Dame 
defeated the Buckeyes, 9-2, in the GWLL Tournament to secure the league’s automatic berth to the NCAA 
Championship. Notre Dame boasts the fi fth-best scoring off ense in the country at 12.31 goals per game 
and its faceoff  unit is No. 1 nationally with a 65 percent success rate. The Irish defense also has been solid 
this season, giving up 6.81 goals per contest, which lists fi fth nationally. 

Junior attackman Ryan Hoff  leads Notre Dame in points (44) and goals (40). He ranks 11th nationally in 
goals per game (2.5). Senior linemate Alex Wharton is one of the top feeders in Division I. He is seventh in 
the NCAA at 1.88 assists per outing and has 30 helpers on the year. Senior middie Taylor Clagett is second 
behind SU’s Danny Brennan in faceoff  winning percentage. Clagett has won 64.5 perecent of his draws on 
the year and was 12-of-18 in ND’s fi rst-round win against Colgate. Defensively, goalie Joey Kemp is one 
of the best in the business. Kemp lists second nationally in goals-against average (6.4) and is third in save 
percentage (.636). 

IRISH NOT UNFAMILIAR TO ALL
Being that the last time Syracuse played Notre Dame was in 2004, most members of the Orange roster have 
never faced the Irish. However, three of SU’s fi fth-year seniors have. Midfi elder Steven Brooks, attackman 
Mike MacDonald and faceoff  ace Danny Brennan each saw action in 2004’s 19-13 SU win. Brennan won 
his only faceoff  of the contest and Brooks established a personal milestone, scoring the fi rst goal of his 
college career in the third quarter.

SU IN THE POLLS
  
Nike/Inside Lacrosse Media Poll
- May 5 -

 Rk School (first-place votes) Rec. Pts.

 1. Duke (17) 16-1 340
 2. Virginia 12-3 322
 3. Syracuse 12-2 301

 4. Johns Hopkins 8-5 284
 5. UMBC 12-3 263
 6. Notre Dame 13-2 252
 7. Maryland 9-5 242
 8. Cornell 11-3 227
 9. North Carolina 8-5 188
 10. Georgetown 9-4 182
 11. Ohio State 10-5 176
 12. Colgate 11-5 151
 13. Brown 11-3 140
 14. Hofstra 10-5 96
 15. Drexel 13-4 91
 16. Navy 9-5 71
 17. Loyola 7-6 51
  Denver 10-6 51
 19. Army 9-6 46
 20. Princeton 7-6 43

SU opponents receiving votes:

Albany 12, Canisius 8, Hobart 3

USILA Coaches Poll
- May 5 -

Rk  School (first-place votes) Rec. Pts.

 1. Duke (10) 16-1 200
 2. Virginia 12-3 189
 3. Syracuse 12-2 181

 4. Johns Hopkins 7-5 167
 5. Notre Dame 13-2 159
 6. UMBC 12-3 141
 7. Cornell 11-3 138
 8. Maryland 9-5 122
 9. North Carolina 8-5 116
 10. Colgate 11-5 113
 11. Georgetown 9-4 89
 12. Ohio State 10-5 86
 13. Brown 11-3 65
 14. Navy 9-5 62
 15. Drexel 13-4 57
 16. Hofstra 9-5 48
 17. Denver 10-6 46
 18. Loyola 7-6 43
 19. Army 9-6 26
 20. Princeton 7-6 24
 
SU opponents receiving votes:

Albany
  

SU WEEK-BY-WEEK RANKING
 USILA Nike/Inside Lacrosse

Preseason 9th 9th
Feb. 18 -- 8th
Feb. 25 8th 7th
March 3 7th 5th
March 10 5th 5th
March 17 3rd 3rd
March 24 t-2nd 2nd
March 31 1st 1st
April 7 1st 2nd
April 14 1st 2nd
April 21 1st 2nd
April 28 2nd 2nd
May 5 3rd 3rd

SYRACUSE ACTIVE LEADERS

3+ Goal Games

  2008 Career

Mike Leveille 10 23
Steven Brooks 4   9
Dan Hardy 3   7
Kenny Nims 3   5
Greg Niewieroski 1   4
Pat Perritt 1   3
Brendan Loftus 2   2
Mike MacDonald -   1

3+ Assist Games

  2008 Career

Mike Leveille 4   6
Kenny Nims 3   5
Steven Brooks 2   3

5+ Point Games

  2008 Career

Mike Leveille 9 18
Kenny Nims 5   7
Steven Brooks 2   3
Dan Hardy 1   2
Greg Niewieroski -   1
Mike MacDonald -   1

15+ Save Games

  2008 Career

Peter Coluccini -   8
John Galloway 1   1 

5+ Ground ball Games

  2008 Career

Danny Brennan 5 15
Matt Abbott 6  12
Mike Leveille 2   6
Joel White 5   5
Peter Coluccini -   5
John Carrozza -   4
Evan Brady 2   4
Kyle Guadagnolo 1   4
Steven Brooks 1   3
Pat Perritt -   2
Kenny Nims 2   2
Sid Smith 2   2
John Galloway 2   2

7+ Face-Off  Win Games

  2008 Career

Danny Brennan 12 29
John Carrozza -   1
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OFFENSE ABOUND IN CORNELL SUNDAY
The four teams that will descend upon Schoellkopf Field for Sunday’s NCAA quarterfi nals all know how to 
put the ball in the cage. All four squads at the site rank in the top fi ve nationally in scoring off ense. The fi rst 
game features Duke, the highest scoring team in Division I (15.22), and Ohio State, which owns the third-
best scoring off ense (13.38). Sunday’s second quarterfi nal pits Syracuse (No. 2 in scoring off ense at 13.93 
gpg) against Notre Dame. The Irish are fi fth in that category with a 12.31 goals-per-game average. 

Three of the fi ve Tewaaraton Trophy fi nalists will also be on hand. Duke’s Matt Danowski is the nation’s 
leader in points per game (5.35) and assists per outing (3.12). He is also the NCAA’s career scoring leader. 
The Blue Devils’ off ense also features Zack Greer, who owns the NCAA career goals record, and leads the 
country in goals per game at 3.41. The Orange’s Mike Leveille lists third in points per game (4.67). He ranks 
seventh in goals per game (2.8) and ranks ninth in assists per contest (1.87).

MANO-E-MANO
The two best faceoff  men in the country will go head-to-head Sunday. Syracuse’s Danny Brennan is the 
national leader with a .676 winning percentage. He is 165-for-244 on the season and won all four of his 
draws versus Canisius in the opening round of the NCAA Tournament. The Irish will send its faceoff  ace 
Taylor Clagett to the X to counter Brennan. Claggett lists second nationally in winning percentage (.645), 
and as a team, the Irish lead the country in faceoff  winning percentage at .650. Claggett is 198-for-307 on 
the season and won 12-of-16 draws against Colgate and its dynamic faceoff  ace Chris Eck.

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A YEAR MAKES
Syracuse is on pace to record one of the top one-year 
turnarounds in NCAA history this season. After missing the 
playoff s in 2007 with a 5-8 mark the Orange has responded 
by winning 13 of its 15 games so far in 2008, which is 
currently the third-best, one-year win-loss improvement 
total (+7.0) since the NCAA began sponsoring men’s 
lacrosse in 1971. Towson holds the record for the best 
win-loss improvement, posting a 14-4 record in 2001 after 
going 3-10 in 2000.

SELECT PLAYER’S CAREER NCAA TOURNAMENT STATS

Mike Leveille, Sr., A

  G A Pts. GB FOW-Att

2005 (1) 2 2 4 0 0-0
2006 (3) 7 3 10 8 0-0
2008 (1) 4 2 6 2 0-0
Totals (5 games) 13 7 20 10 0-0

Kenny Nims, Jr., A

  G A Pts. GB FOW-Att

2006 (3) 3 1 4 1 0-0
2008 (1) 2 3 5 2 0-0
Totals (3 games) 5 4 9 3 0-0

Greg Niewieroski, Jr., A

  G A Pts. GB FOW-Att

2005 (1) 1 2 3 1 0-0
2008 (1) 2 1 3 2 0-0
Totals (2 games) 3 3 6 3 0-0

Dan Hardy, Jr., M

  G A Pts. GB FOW-Att

2006 (3) 3 4 7 1 0-0
2008 (1) 2 2 4 0 0-0
Totals (4 games) 5 6 11 1 0-0

Brendan Loftus, Sr., M

  G A Pts. GB FOW-Att

2006 (3) 0 0 0 0 0-0
2008 (1) 2 0 2 0 0-0
Totals (4 games) 2 0 2 0 0-0 

Steven Brooks, Sr., M

  G A Pts. GB FOW-Att

2004 (4) 1 1 2 8 0-0
2005 (1) 1 3 4 1 0-0
2008 (1) 1 0 1 1 0-0
Totals (6 games) 3 4 7 10 0-0

Matt Abbott, Jr., M

  G A Pts. GB FOW-Att

2006 (3) 1 1 2 3 0-0 (.000)
2008 (1) 1 0 1 3 0-2 (.000)
Totals (4 games) 2 1 3 6 0-2 (.000)

Pat Perritt, Jr., M

  G A Pts. GB FOW-Att

2006 (3) 2 2 4 1 0-0
2008 (1) 1 1 2 0 0-0
Totals (4 games) 3 3 6 1 0-0

Jovan Miller, Fr., M

  G A Pts. GB FOW-Att

2008 (1) 0 0 0 4 3-4 (.750)
Totals (1 game) 0 0 0 0 3-4 (.750)

Danny Brennan, Sr., FO

  G A Pts. GB FOW-Att

2004 (4) 0 0 0 11 43-85 (.506)
2005 (1) 0 0 0 6 16-28 (.571)
2008 (1) 0 0 0 3 4-5 (.800)
Totals (6 games) 0 0 0 20 63-118 (.534)

NCAA’S BEST TURNAROUNDS
 Year W-L Prev. Impr. 

Towson 2001 14-4 3-10 +8.5
Mt. St. Mary’s 1973 10-2 2-9 +7.5
Syracuse 2008 13-2 5-8 +7.0

Johns Hopkins 1972 11-2 3-7 +6.5
Navy 2004 15-3 6-7 +6.5

To determine games improved, add the difference 
in wins between the two years to the difference in 
losses, then divide by two (includes postseason).

SU’S NCAA RESULTS AS NO. 3 SEED

1980 (1-1)
3rd Seed

1st Round Washington & Lee W 12-4
Semifi nals at Johns Hopkins L 11-18

1987 (1-1)
3rd Seed

Quarterfi nals Navy W 18-11
Semifi nals vs. Cornell L 15-18

1993 (3-0)
3rd Seed

Quarterfi nals Hofstra W 20-8
Semifi nals vs. Princeton W 15-9
Final vs. North Carolina W 13-12

1995 (3-0)
3rd Seed

Quarterfi nals Princeton W 15-11
Semifi nals vs. Virginia W 20-13
Final at Maryland W 13-9

1997 (1-1)
3rd Seed

Quarterfi nals vs. Loyola W 13-12 
Semifi nals at Maryland L 17-18

2008 (1-0)
3rd Seed

1st Round Canisius W 20-3

NCAA PLAYOFF DOME-INATION

The Orange owns a 21-1 (.955) record in NCAA 
playoff games contested in the Carrier Dome. 
It’s only Dome loss in the postseason came in 
the 1991 national semifinals to North Carolina. 
Below is a year-by-year break down of Syracuse’s 
NCAA dome-ination:
 W L T

1983 (1 game) 1 0 0
1984 (2 games) 2 0 0
1985 (2 games) 2 0 0
1986 (1 game) 1 0 0
1987 (1 game) 1 0 0
1988 (3 games) 3 0 0
1989 (1 game) 1 0 0
1990 (1 game) 1 0 0
1991 (2 games) 1 1 0
1992 (1 game) 1 0 0
1993 (1 game) 1 0 0
1995 (1 game) 1 0 0
2003 (2 games) 2 0 0
2004 (1 game) 1 0 0
2006 (1 game) 1 0 0
2008 (1 game) 1 0 0
Totals (22 games) 21 1 0
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SU COMPLETES PERFECT HOME SEASON
The Orange added another victory to its home record by defeating Canisius, 20-3, in the opening round of 
the NCAA Tournament on May 11 to fi nish the year with a 9-0 record at the Carrier Dome (8-0 in the regular 
season; 1-0 in the postseason). It’s the 15th time since 1981 (when Syracuse began playing the majority of 
its games in the Dome) the Orange posted an unblemished overall home record. It last achieved that feat in 
2004 when it went 7-0 at home, including a fi rst-round NCAA Tournament win against Albany.

SCORING AT WILL
The Orange ranks second nationally in goals scored per game (13.93) behind Duke (15.22 gpg). SU has 
scored 209 goals and has put up at least 10 goals 13 times. It is also second nationally in scoring margin 
(+6.67). The Orange scored a campaign-best 21 goals in its season-opening win against Villanova, tied with 
the Blue Devils for the second-highest Division I total in a game this year. Virgina has the most, scoring 24 
goals versus VMI on March 4. The Orange scored 20 goals against Canisius in the fi rst round of the NCAA 
Tournament. It was the most goals scored by one team in any of the eight opening-round contests.

X-FACTOR
Senior Danny Brennan has been the Orange’s catalyst at the X. He leads the nation in faceoff  winning 
percentage at .676. He has 165 of SU’s 209 faceoff  wins (.789) in 2008 and is 165-for-244 on the season. 
Brennan has 436 career faceoff  victories to his credit which is third on SU’s all-time list. Brennan also lists 
third on the Orange’s career list for faceoff s attempted (733) and is fourth in career winning percentage 
(.595). He is second on the team with 56 ground balls and has picked up at least fi ve ground balls in a game 
fi ve times this year. 

Brennan is also on pace to fi nish with one of the best faceoff  seasons in school history. He already ranks 
ninth in single-season faceoff  victories and is on pace to rank fourth in the Orange annals with a .676 
season faceoff  winning percentage.

ROCKIN’THE CARRIER DOME
 
Year Games Attendance Avg.

1981 5 29, 211 5,842
1982 4 6,844 1,711
1983 4 29,084 7,271
1984 8 33,383 4,173
1985 8 35,480 4,436
1986 7 16,101 2,300
1987 7 28,399 4,057
1988 10 73,076 7,308
1989 5 26,191 5,238
1990 6 69,842 11,640
1991 8 52,032 6,504
1992 6 37,609 6,268
1993 8 47, 343 5,918
1994 6 37,319 6,220
1995 8 40,240 5,030
1996 5 24,934 4,987
1997 8 47, 531 5,941
1998 5 25,378 5,076
1999 6 24,824 4,137
2000 5 30,933 6,187
2001 8 51,704 6,463
2002 5 33,186 6,637
2003 9 55,856 6,206
2004 7 36,573 5,225
2005 7 35,065 5,009
2006 8 33,584 4,198
2007 8 37,881 4,735
2008 9 43,365 4,818
Totals 190 1,042,968 5,489

 

THE MAGIC NUMBER

Syracuse has dominated its opponents 
when it registers at least 10 goals in a game. 
The Orange is 105-24 (.814) under current 
mentor John Desko when reaching the 10-
goal plateau. SU has at least a .500 record 
in every season of the Desko Era when 
notching 10 scores, and the Orange has 
tallied at least 10 goals in 129 of Desko’s 155 
games as head coach (.832).

Year 10+ Goal Games Record Pct.

1999 14 10-4 .714
2000 15 14-1 .933
2001 14 12-2 .857
2002 16 15-1 .938
2003 14 10-4 .714
2004 15 14-1 .933
2005 10 5-5 .500
2006 11 9-2 .818
2007 7 5-2 .714
2008 12 10-2 .833
Totals 129 105-24 .814

SU CAREER FACEOFF WINS
(1987-PRESENT)

1. Chris Cercy 622 1998-01
2. Chris Bickel 437 2000-03
3. Danny Brennan 436 2004-pres

4. Kirk Pratt 423 1987-90
5. Bob Feisee 404 1990-93
6. Toby Price 358 1993-96
 

SU CAREER FACEOFF ATTEMPTS
(1987-PRESENT)

1. Chris Cercy 938 1998-01
2. Chris Bickel 793 2000-03
3. Danny Brennan 733 2004-pres

4. Bob Feisee 692 1990-93
5. Kirk Pratt 675 1987-90
6. Toby Price 603 1993-96

SU CAREER FACEOFF WINNING PCT.
(1987-PRESENT)

1. Chris Cercy .663 (622-938) 1998-01
2. Bill Dirrigl .635 (337-531) 1985-88
3. Kirk Pratt .627 (423-675) 1987-90
4. Danny Brennan .595 (436-733) 2004-pres.

5. Toby Price .594 (358-603) 1994-96
6. Bob Feisee .584 (404-692) 1990-93

SU SEASON FACEOFF WINS
(1987-PRESENT)

  1. 274 * Bill Dirrigl 1988
  2. 253 Chris Cercy 2000
  3. 245 Chris Cercy 2001
  4. 212 Kirk Pratt 1989
  5. 211 Chris Bickel 2002
  6. 203 Toby Price 1996
  7. 201 Chris Bickel 2003
  8. 170 Kirk Pratt 1990
  9. 165 Danny Brennan 2008

10. 160 Jason Denicker 1998

SU SEASON FACEOFF ATTEMPTS
(1987-PRESENT)

  1. 393 Bill Dirrigl 1988
  2. 383 Chris Bickel 2002
  3. 367 Chris Bickel 2003
  4. 356 Chris Cercy 2000
  5. 354 Chris Cercy 2001
  6. 334 Kirk Pratt 1989
  7. 332 Toby Price 1996
  8. 276 Jason Denicker 1998
  9. 273 Jon Jerome 2006
 273 Kirk Pratt 1990
Up next ...

 244 Danny Brennan 2008

SU SEASON FACEOFF WINNING PCT.
(1987-PRESENT)

  1. .711 (253-356) Chris Cercy 2000
  2. .697 (274-393) Bill Dirrigl 1988
  3. .692 (245-354) Chris Cercy 2001
  4. .676 (165-244) Danny Brennan 2008 

  5. .662 (139-210) Bob Feisee 1991
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LIKE NIGHT AND DAY
One of the main reasons for the Orange’s turnaround 
this year has been the play of its defense, which has 
improved greatly from last season. SU’s defensive unit 
has held 12 of its 15 opponents to fewer than 10 goals 
and fi ve of its foes to fi ve goals or less. By comparison, 
last year’s squad limited its opponents to single-digit 
goals only four times in 13 games. 

The Orange held Binghamton to two scores on March 22, the lowest total for an SU opponent since Penn 
managed just one tally in 1989. The Orange followed up that showing by keeping Hobart to fi ve goals. It 
marked the fi rst time since April 2000 when SU shut down Penn (9-4) and Princeton (16-4) on back-to-back 
days that it held consecutive opponents to fi ve goals or less. Against UMass, the Orange surrendered just 
three scores and kept the Minutemen off  the scoreboard for the  entire fi rst half. It marked the fi rst time 
since March 31, 2001 against Brown that SU held a team scoreless for an entire half. Syracuse achieved the 
feat again against Canisius in the fi rst round of the NCAA Tournament, blanking the Griffi  ns, 11-0, in the 
second half. 

MORE DOMINATING DEFENSE
The 2008 Orange is on pace to post the school’s best team goals-against average since 1970 when it gave 
up just 7.0 goals per game. SU is currently allowing 7.2 goals per contest and has only given up double-
digit goals once since March 15 at Johns Hopkins, a span of 10 games. The team is on pace to become just 
the fourth SU defense since 1970 to record a goals-against average of below 8.0, joining the 2001 (7.97), 
1988 (7.80) and 1984 (7.88) squads. Senior captains Evan Brady, Kyle Guadagnolo and junior Sid Smith 

make up the team’s close defense. The trio has started every game this year as has freshman goalie John 

Galloway and rookie long-stick middie Joel White. Galloway ranks 11th nationally in GAA (7.35).

ORANGE DISMANTLES CANISIUS IN TOURNAMENT’S FIRST ROUND
Syracuse used its explosive off ense and stifl ing defense to post a 20-3 win over Canisius in the fi rst round 
of the 2008 NCAA Tournament on May 11 at the Carrier Dome. Eleven players scored in the contest and 
seven fi nished with multiple goals. The SU defense was just as dominant, allowing just three goals, which 
equals the Orange record for fewest goals given up in a postseason game (Army, 1996). For the second time 
in three outings, SU held an opponent scoreless for an entire half, not allowing a Canisius tally after the 
intermission. The victory improved the Orange’s all-time record in Carrier Dome playoff  games to 21-1. It’s 
17-goal margin of victory was its highest of the year and most since it beat Cornell by 17 (22-5) in 1994. It 
also represented SU’s largest margin of victory in a postseason game since knocking off  Michigan State 28-
7 in the fi rst round of the 1991 NCAA Championship.

WINNING STREAK COMES TO AN END AT COLGATE
The Orange saw its 10-game winning streak snapped on May 3 at Colgate in the regular-season fi nale for 
both teams. The Raiders held on to defeat the Orange, 12-11. Syracuse trailed by four in the fourth quarter 
and rallied to pull within one, but could not overcome the hosts. Junior Kenny Nims’ bid to tie the game 
in the fi nal seconds was denied by Colgate goaltender Tim Harrington. Senior Mike Leveille paced the 
Orange again with three points. He was one of four SU players with two goals on the day. The Orange’s 
10-game winning streak matched its longest regular-season winning streak since 1994. It was the team’s 
longest overall winning streak (including NCAA playoff s) since 1995 when it won 11 in a row. 

BALANCED ATTACK PACES SU AGAINST UMASS
The Orange had nine diff erent goal scorers and 13 diff erent players fi nd the scoring column in its 16-3 
trouncing of the Minutemen in its regular-season home fi nale on April 26. Seniors Mike Leveille and 
Steven Brooks led the way with three goals each and Leveille fi nished with a game-best six points. The 
Orange also got another great eff ort from its defense which shut out the Minutemen in the fi rst half. It was 
the fi rst time since March 31, 2001 against Brown that the Orange pitched a scoreless half of lacrosse.

GALLOWAY STEPS UP VERSUS ALBANY
Rookie goaltender John Galloway had one of his best games of the year to help SU past Albany, 10-5, on 
April 18. Galloway made 14 saves, one shy of his career high, against the Great Danes. Six of his stops came 
in the fourth quarter as the Orange extinguished any chance of the Great Danes getting back into the 
game. He topped the 100-save mark for the season with the performance.

SU DEFENSIVE COMPARISON

 2007 2008 +/-

Goals-against avg. 11.38 7.20 - 4.18
Opp. shots per game 38.3 27.2 - 11.1
Opp. shooting pct. 29.7 26.7 - 3.0
Save pct. .515 .555 + .040

THE LAST TIME 

 
A SYRACUSE TEAM … 

Scored 20+ goals *20 vs. Canisius (5/11/08)
Scored 15+ goals *20 vs. Canisius (5/11/08)
Allowed 15+ goals 16 vs. Cornell (4/10/07)

Totaled 30+ points *31 vs. Canisius (5/11/08)

Won 20+ faceoffs 20 at Rutgers (4/12/08)

Grabbed 50+ ground balls 55 vs. Binghamton (3/24/07)
Grabbed 60+ ground balls 64 vs. Army (2/23/2002)
Grabbed 70+ ground balls *71 vs. JHU (5/27/00)

Took 50+ shots 56 vs. Loyola (3/29/08)
Took 60+ shots 72 vs. Hobart (4/19/97)
Took 70+ shots 72 vs. Hobart (4/19/97)

Scored 5+ extra-man goals 6 vs. UMass (4/26/02)
Allowed 5+ extra-man goals 5 vs. JHU (3/15/03)

A SYRACUSE PLAYER …

Scored 5+ goals 5, Mike Leveille at Cornell (4/8/08)
Scored 6+ goals 6, Kenny Nims vs. Villanova (2/17/08)
Scored 7+ goals 7, Matt Cutia vs. Rutgers (3/1/99)

Tallied 6+ assists 6, Liam Banks vs. Rugers (4/14/01)
Tallied 7+ assists *7, Ryan Powell vs. Loyola (5/23/99)
Tallied 8+ assists *8, Casey Powell vs. Loyola (5/17/97)

Totaled 7+ points 7, Kenny Nims at Cornell (4/8/07)
Totaled 8+ points 8, Mike Powell vs. Army (2/28/04)
Totaled 9+ points 10, Ryan Powell vs. Hobart (3/28/00)
Totaled 10+ points 10, Ryan Powell vs. Hobart (3/28/00)
Totaled 11+ points ^13, Casey Powell vs. Virginia (2/28/97)

Scored an OT goal Steven Brooks at JHU (3/15/08)

Picked up 14+ ground balls 15, Sam Bassett vs. Rutgers (4/15/00)

Won 15+ faceoffs 16, Danny Brennan at Rutgers (4/12/08)

Made 20+ saves 22, Peter Coluccini vs. Cornell (4/10/07)

* - NCAA Tournament game
^ - School record

LACROSSE DOMINATES ‘CUSE AWARDS

The men’s lacrosse team was honored several times at 
the second annual ‘Cuse Awards on April 29 at the 
Landmark Theater in Syracuse. Senior Mike Leveille 

was the male recipient of the Soladay Award (the most 
prestigious award bestowed by the Department of 
Athletics on a current student-athlete). It is presented 
for athletic and academic achievement, service to the 
University and community, and leadership. 
He was also named SU’s Male Athlete of the Year. The 
coaching staff also presented its two team awards at the 
event. Below is list of all the 2008 ‘Cuse Awards won by 
the lacrosse team:

Team of the Year: Men’s Lacrosse
Soladay Award: Mike Leveille
Male Athlete of the Year: Mike Leveille
Play of the Year: Steven Brooks (GWG at JHU)

Roy Simmons Jr. Award (team award): Brendan Loftus
Head, Heart, Hustle Award (team award): Kyle Guadagnolo



NINE-TIME NCAA CHAMPIONS • ‘83 • ‘88 • ‘89 • ‘90 • ‘93 • ‘95 • ‘00 • ‘02 • ‘04

ORANGE LACROSSE Head. Heart. Hustle.

LEVEILLE A FINALIST FOR 2008 TEWAARATON TROPHY
Senior attackman Mike Leveille has been picked as one of the fi ve fi nalists for the 2008 Tewaaraton Trophy 
which is presented to the nation’s top lacrosse player. Leveille joins Ben Rubeor (Virginia), Paul Rabil (Johns 
Hopkins) and Matt Danowski and Zack Greer of Duke as fi nalists for college lacrosse’s most prestigious 
award. Leveille and the other fi nalists are invited to the Tewaaraton Awards Banquet on Thursday, May 29 at 
the National Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C., where the winner of this year’s award will 
be announced. SU women’s lacrosse player Katie Rowan will also be at the banquet. Like Leveille, Rowan 

is a Delmar, N.Y. product (two grew up on the same street - Gladwish Rd.) and she is one of the women’s 
Tewaaraton Trophy fi nalists. Syracuse is the only school to have both a men’s and women’s fi nalist.

LEVEILLE’S STREAKING
Senior Mike Leveille owns the second-longest points streak in the 
nation behind Duke’s Matt Danowski. Leveille has scored at least 
one point in 54 straight games. Danowski has at least one in each 
of his last 59 contests (Danowski did not play in the Blue Devils’ 
win against Presbyterian on March 11). The only time Leveille has 
failed to register at least one point in his career was in the second 
game of his rookie year (vs. Virginia) on March 5, 2005 - a span of 
more than three years. Leveille has notched multiple points 50 
times during the streak. He has 202 career points (125g, 77a).

LEVEILLE A FINALIST FOR LOWE’S SENIOR CLASS 
AWARD
Senior Mike Leveille is one of 10 fi nalists for the 2008 Lowe’s 
Senior CLASS Award for Men’s Lacrosse (see right). Fan voting 
for the award concluded May 11. Fan balloting will be combined 
with votes from coaches, media and sponsors to determine 
this year’s winner, who will receive the award during the NCAA 
Championships in Foxboro, Mass. Finalists were selected from 
a list of 20 candidates based on personal qualities that defi ne a 
complete student-athlete. While on-the-fi eld performance thus far 
during the college lacrosse season was a factor in determining the 
fi nalists, the criteria also includes a high emphasis on classroom, 
character and community service. 

NEW YORK STATE OF MIND

The Orange is 351-157-11 all-time against teams 
located in the state of New York, good for a .687 
winning percentage. Syracuse is 5-1 against New 
York institutions in 2008.
 W L T

Adelphi 9 3 0
Albany 6 0 0
Army 17 38 0
Binghamton 2 0 0
Brockport 2 0 0
Canisius 1 0 0
CCNY 3 0 0
Clarkson 13 0 0
Colgate 42 11 1
Cornell 58 33 1
Cortland 28 10 0
Crescent A.C. (N.Y.) 6 8 1
Crescent A.C. (Syracuse) 1 0 0
C.W. Post 1 0 0
Geneseo 2 1 0
Hamilton 1 0 0
Hobart 67 25 2
Hofstra 12 4 0
Ithaca 1 0 0
Mohawk Lax Club 2 0 0
N.Y. Lacrosse Club 0 0 1
NYU 2 0 0
Onondaga Nation 18 6 3
R.P.I. 19 12 0
St. John’s 2 0 0
St. Lawrence 3 0 0
Seneca Nation 1 0 0
Syracuse Lax Club 10 0 2
Union 21 6 0
Watertown 1 0 0
Totals 351 157 11 

2008 LOWE’S SENIOR CLASS 
AWARD FINALISTS 

Michael Corbolotti, Cornell 
Fletcher Gregory, UNC 
Pat Grimm, Yale 
Mike Leveille, Syracuse 

Craig Massie, Army 
Danny Nathan, Cornell 
Paul Rabil, Hopkins 
Brad Ross, Duke 
Ben Rubeor, Virginia 
Tommy Scherr, Delaware 

NCAA’S ALL-TIME WINNINGEST 
PROGRAMS

includes games of May 17

Rk  Team  Wins

  1. Johns Hopkins  880
  2. Syracuse  774

  3. Navy  728
  4. Army  699
  5. Maryland  693

NCAA DIVISION I LONGEST 
ACTIVE POINT STREAKS

   Gms. Player Team 

  1. 59 Matt Danowski Duke 
  2. 54 Mike Leveille Syracuse

  3. 45 Kevin Buchanan Ohio State

SU MOST CONSECUTIVE GAMES 
WITH A POINT

   Gms. Player Years 

  1. 60 John Zulberti 1986-90
  2. 58 Tom Marechek 1989-92
   58 Casey Powell 1995-98
  4. 54 Tim O’Hara 1977-80
    54 Mike Leveille 2005-pres.

  6. 49 Gary Gait 1987-90
  7. 48 Ryan Powell 1997-00
  8. 47 Tim Nelson 1983-85
  9. 46 Brad Kotz 1983-85
  10. 45 Tom Abbott 1975-78

SU CAREER GOALS

 1. 192 Gary Gait 1987-90

 2. 182 Tom Marechek 1989-92

 3. 159 Michael Springer 2000-03

 4. 158 Casey Powell 1994-98

 5. 155 Tom Korrie 1983-86

 6. 150 Mike Powell 2001-04

 7. 142 Tom Abbott 1975-78

 8. 137 Ryan Powell 1997-00

 9. 129 Brad Kotz 1982-85

 10. 128 Matt Riter 1990-93

 11. 127 Paul Gait 1987-90

 12. 125 Rob Kavovit 1994-97

  125 Mike Leveille 2005-08

 14. 124 Roy Colsey 1992-95

   Tim O’Hara 1977-80

 16. 118 Josh Coffman 1999-2002

 17. 116 Brian Crockett 2003-06

 18. 109 John Zulberti 1986-89

 19. 106 Jim Morrissey 1993-96

   Matt Cutia 1996-99

SU CAREER ASSISTS

 1. 187 Tim Nelson 1983-85

   2. 158 John Zulberti 1986-89

   Tim O’Hara 1977-80

   4. 157 Mike Powell 2001-04

   5. 150 Ryan Powell 1997-00

   6. 129 Casey Powell 1994-98

   7. 121 Rob Kavovit 1993-97

   8. 108 Jamie Archer 1990-93

   9. 86 Liam Banks 1999-01, 03

  10. 85 Paul Gait 1987-90

   Tom Nelson 1984-87

  12. 81 Jeff Davis 1967-70

 13. 77 Mike Leveille 2005-08

 14. 76 Josh Coffman 1999-02

   Tom Marechek 1989-92

   Brad Kotz 1982-85

  17. 73 Tom Korrie 1983-86

  18. 71 Randy Lundblad 1981-84

  19. 70 Michael Springer 2000-03

  70 Jim Morrissey 1993-96

  21. 68 Brad Short 1979-82

  22. 65 John Nolan 1968-70

SU CAREER POINTS

 1. 307 (150-157) Mike Powell 2001-04

  2.  287 (158-129) Casey Powell 1995-98

   287 (137-150) Ryan Powell 1997-00

  4.  282 (124-158) Tim O’Hara 1977-80

  5.  271 (84-187) Tim Nelson 1983-85

  6.  267 (109-158) John Zulberti 1986-89

  7.  258 (182-76) Tom Marechek 1989-92

  8.  253 (192-61) Gary Gait 1987-90

  9.  246 (125-121) Rob Kavovit 1993-97

10. 229 (159-70) Mike Springer 2000-03

11. 228 (155-73) Tom Korrie 1983-86

12. 212 (127-85) Paul Gait 1987-90

13. 205 (129-76) Brad Kotz 1982-85

14. 204 (142-62) Tom Abbott 1975-78

15. 202 (125-77) Mike Leveille 2005-08

16. 194 (118-76) Josh Coffman 1999-02

17. 192 (84-108) Jamie Archer 1990-93

18. 189 (104-85) Tom Nelson 1984-87

19. 176 (106-70) Jim Morrissey 1993-96

20. 166  (128-38) Matt Riter 1990-93
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LEVEILLE REACHES 200 CAREER POINTS; SCORES 100TH GOAL AT HOBART
Senior Mike Leveille became the 15th player in SU’s storied lacrosse history to score 200 points with six-
point effort against Canisius in the first round of the NCAA Tournament. He currently has 202 points and 
reached the plateau with an unassisted goal in the third quarter. He leads the Orange in scoring in 2008 
with 42 goals and 28 assists for a total of 70 points. He currently ranks third nationally in points per game 
(4.67), seventh in the country in goals per game (2.8) and ninth in assists per contest (1.87). Leveille has 
at least three points in 14 out of 15 games and has recorded at least five points in nine contests. His 2008 
point total is the most for an SU player since Mike Powell netted 89 in 2004.  

Leveille became the 21st player in SU history to score 100 goals on March 25 at Hobart. Leveille scored 
three times against the Statesmen to crack the 100-goal barrier. 

HARDY HAS CAREER DAY AT RUTGERS
Junior midfi elder Dan Hardy tallied a career-best four goals and tied his personal best with fi ve points 
to help lead the Orange past Rutgers, 17-9, on April 12 at Yurcak Field. Hardy scored twice in the second 
quarter and also netted goals in the third and fourth stanzas. Attackmen Mike Leveille and Kenny Nims 

also came up big for Syracuse. Both players registered six points. Leveille had three goals and three assists 
and Nims had two scores and four helpers. 

NIMS AND LEVEILLE POWER SU PAST CORNELL
Attackmen Kenny Nims and Mike Leveille keyed the Orange attack in its win at Cornell. Nims and Leveille 
combined for 13 points, two more than the entire Big Red team. Nims fi nished with a career-best seven, 
including a career-high fi ve assists. Leveille tied his personal best with fi ve goals. The duo had a hand in 10 
of SU’s 15 goals. 

LOFTUS AND BROOKS SPUR SU VERSUS PRINCETON
Senior midfi elders Steven Brooks and Brendan Loftus combined for 10 points and six goals to lead the 
Orange to 13-6 victory against Princeton on April 5. Brooks tallied a career-high six points (3g, 3a) and 
Loftus equaled his career-best scoring total with three goals and one assist. The pair combined for seven of 
the Orange’s fi rst nine points and four of the team’s fi rst fi ve goals.

SU RIDES ORANGE LINE TO WIN OVER LOYOLA
Syracuse’s second midfi eld group, nicknamed the “Orange Line,” keyed SU’s 13-8 victory against Loyola on 
March 29. The line of juniors Dan Hardy, Pat Perritt and freshman Jovan Miller combined to score seven 
goals in the victory. Hardy and Perritt each had three goals apiece. Miller contributed a personal-best three 
points (1g, 2a).

ORANGE RETAINS KRAUS-SIMMONS TROPHY
Syracuse defeated Hobart, 13-5, on March 25 to retain possession of the Kraus-Simmons Trophy for the 
second straight year. The trophy is named for Hall of Fame head coaches Babe Kraus (Hobart) and Roy 
Simmons Sr. (Syracuse) and has been presented annually to the winner of the SU-Hobart game since 1986. 
The Orange has won the trophy 21 times in the 23 years it has been awarded. 

DEFENSE DOMINATES BINGHAMTON
Syracuse forced 27 turnovers and allowed a season-low 20 shots in its 16-2 thrashing of Binghamton on 
March 22. The Bearcats’ two goals were the fewest for an SU opponent since April 29, 1989 when Penn 
managed just one goal. The Orange did not allow a goal in the fi rst or third quarters and shut out the 
Bearcats for the fi rst 26:20 to start the game.

BROOKS AND LEVEILLE SPARK ORANGE AGAINST BLUE JAYS
Seniors Steven Brooks and Mike Leveille combined for 10 of the Orange’s 21 points at Johns Hopkins on 
March 17, including seven of its 14 goals. Brooks tied his career high with a team-best four scores, including 
the game-winner 37 seconds into overtime. Leveille notched a game-high six points (3g, 3a) in the victory. 
Leveille had a hand in SU’s last three goals in the fi rst half, scoring on two and assisting on one, to help the 
Orange close to within 6-5 at the break after being down, 6-2. Leveille’s six-point performance increased his 
scoring total in fi ve career games against the Blue Jays to 24 points (4.8 ppg).

SU’S RECORD … 
 
 2008

Overall 13-2
At home 9-0
On the road 4-1
At neutral sites 0-1

On turf 12-2
On grass 1-0

Day games 9-2
Night games 4-0

In overtime 2-1
In one-goal games 3-2

Against teams ranked 1-5 2-1
Against teams ranked 6-10 0-0
Against teams ranked 11-20 3-1
Against unranked teams 8-0

Leading after one quarter 9-1
Leading at the half 10-0
Leading after three quarters 11-0

Trailing after one quarter 2-1
Trailing at the half 3-0
Trailing after three quarters 2-2

Tied after one quarter 2-0
Tied at the half 0-2
Tied after three quarters 0-0

Scoring first 8-1
Opponent scores first 5-1

Scoring 10 or more goals 11-2
Scoring fewer than 10 goals 2-0
Allowing 10 or more goals 1-2
Allowing fewer than 10 goals 12-0

Getting more ground balls 11-0
Getting fewer ground balls 2-2
Ground balls are even 0-0

Winning more faceoffs 10-1
Opp. wins more faceoffs 3-1
Faceoffs are equal 0-0

HOME SWEET HOME (Since 1981)
 
 Dome Coyne Field Overall
1981 4-1 --- 4-1   
1982 3-1 1-0 4-1   
1983 4-0 3-0 7-0   
1984 8-0 --- 8-0   
1985 8-0 --- 8-0   
1986 7-0 2-0 9-0   
1987 6-1 --- 6-1   
1988 10-0 --- 10-0  
1989 5-0 1-0 6-0   
1990 6-0 --- 6-0   
1991 6-2 --- 6-2   
1992 6-0 --- 6-0   
1993 8-0 --- 8-0   
1994 6-0 --- 6-0   
1995 6-2 --- 6-2   
1996 5-0 --- 5-0   
1997 7-1 --- 7-1   
1998 4-1 --- 4-1   
1999 5-1 --- 5-1   
2000 5-0 --- 5-0   
2001 7-1 --- 7-1   
2002 5-0 --- 5-0   
2003 6-3 --- 6-3   
2004 7-0 --- 7-0   
2005 4-3 --- 4-3   
2006 6-2 --- 6-2   
2007 4-4 --- 4-4   
2008 9-0 --- 9-0   
Totals 167-23 7-0 174-23
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LOFTUS COMES THROUGH AGAINST GEORGETOWN
Senior midfielder Brendan Loftus tallied a career-best four goals to fuel the Orange’s  9-8 double-overtime 
win over Georgetown on March 9. Loftus netted the game-winning tally 46 seconds into the the second 
extra session and three of his four scores came in the second half or overtime as the Orange rallied from a 
three-goal deficit to earn the win. 

HOT SHOTS
Sporting a shooting percentage of at least 30 percent 
has meant good things for the Orange. Since 2003, 
SU is 45-6 (.882) when shooting at least 30 percent for 
the game. The Orange is 8-0 this year when reaching 
that mark. Syracuse shot a blistering 52.5 percent, 
scoring 21 goals on 40 shots in its season-opening 
win against Villanova on Feb. 17. It also shot better 
than 30 percent against Johns Hopkins, Binghamton, 
Princeton, Cornell, Rutgers, UMass and Canisius.

NIMS BREAKS OUT
Junior attackman Kenny Nims has 30 goals and 23 
assists for a total of 53 points this season and has 
been the perfect complement to Mike Leveille. Nims ranks 18th nationally in points per game (3.53) and 
is 27th in Division I in goals per game (2.0) and 23rd in assists per game (1.53). His numbers in all three 
off ensive categories are season career highs. Nims notched a career-best six goals in the season-opener 
against Villanova, the most tallies for an Orange player since Brian Crockett netted six on April 22, 2005 in 
a win against Albany. He also had a career-best seven points (2g, 5a) at Cornell on April 8. Nims leads the 
Orange with eight man-up goals.

BROOKS BRINGS IT AGAINST VIRGINIA
After not recording a point in the Orange’s win against Army on Feb. 24, senior midfi elder Steven Brooks lit 
up the Cavaliers, scoring fi ve points on three goals and two assists. Brooks scored three times in the second 
half, including two in the fourth quarter. His fi nal goal of the day was a rocket from 15 yards out with 28 
seconds left in regulation that sent the game into overtime.

MR. CLUTCH
Senior midfi elder Steven Brooks has displayed a fl air for the dramatic, delivering several clutch goals for 
the Orange this year. His tallies with 28 and two seconds left in regulation against Virginia and Georgetown, 
respectively, forced overtime. SU eventually went on to defeat the Hoyas in the second OT. At Johns 
Hopkins, Brooks came through again, this time winning the game with a bounce shot that went through 
the legs of Blue Jays’ goalie Michael Gvozden 37 seconds into the extra frame. 

Brooks is the Orange’s highest scoring midfi elder with 36 points. He has 25 goals and 11 assists and leads 
the team with fi ve game-winning goals and was one of the 22 nominees for the Tewaaraton Trophy.

MR. CLUTCH II
Brooks isn’t the only player that has come through in key spots for the Orange this season. Midfi eld 
linemate Brendan Loftus is second on the team in game-winners (4). Loftus netted the golden goal in 
three straight contests against Loyola, Princeton and Cornell. He also tallied the deciding score earlier in the 
year in the second overtime period against Georgetown.

WHITE OUT
Freshman long pole Joel White is one of the top young long-stick middies in the game. White has scooped 
up at least fi ve ground balls fi ve times this season. One of his most important ground-ball pickups of the 
year came in the fourth quarter at Johns Hopkins when he checked the ball away from All-American Paul 
Rabil, scooped it up and started a fastbreak that resulted in the game-tying goal. White had a season-best 
eight ground balls against Virginia and ranks third on the team with 53.

WHITE AN OFFENSIVE THREAT TOO
In addition to his defense, freshman Joel White has emerged as an off ensive threat in unsettled situations. 
He tallied the fi rst goal of his career at Hobart on March 25. He also added goals in consecutive games at 
Colgate and versus Canisius in the fi rst round of the NCAA Tournament.

SU IN THE NCAA STATS
through games of May 11

TEAM

Category Rank Stat
Scoring Off ense 2nd 13.93
Scoring Defense 9th 7.27
FaceOff  Win. Pct. 10th .571
Man-Up Off ense 17th .371
Man-Down Defense 13th .761
Scoring Margin 2nd 6.67
Win Pct. 3rd .867

INDIVIDUAL

Player Category Rk. Stat

Mike Leveille Points per game 3rd 4.67
   Goals per game 7th 2.8
   Assists per game 9th 1.87
Kenny Nims Points per game 18th 3.53
   Goals per game 27th 2.0
   Assists per game 23rd 1.53
Steven Brooks Points per game 70th 2.4
   Goals per game 62nd 1.67
Dan Hardy Points per game 99th 2.07
   Assists per game 93rd 0.8
Greg Niewieroski Goals per game 98th 1.4
Danny Brennan Ground balls per game 33rd 4.21
   Faceoff  Win. Pct. 1st .676
Joel White Ground balls per game 57th 3.53
Matt Abbott Ground balls per game 38th 4.07
John Galloway Goals-Against Avg. 11th 7.35
John Galloway Save Pct. 29th .549

 

2008 NCAA ATTENDANCE LEADERS
through games of May 11

TOTAL AVERAGE ATTENDANCE
  Rk. Team Total Gms. Avg.

  1. Johns Hopkins 78,288 14 5,592
  2. Syracuse 80,252 15 5,350

  3. Virginia 59,907 16 3,744
  4. Princeton 44,818 13 3,448
  5. Navy 46,833 15 3,122

HOME AVERAGE ATTENDANCE
  Rk. Team Total Gms. Avg.

  1. Syracuse 43,365 9 4,818

  2. Ohio State 33,410 7 4,773
  3. Navy 28,329 6 4,722
  4. Virginia 28,339 9 3,149
  5. Johns Hopkins 25,060 8 3,133 

RECORD WHEN SHOOTING AT LEAST 30 PERCENT
(2003-PRESENT)

  Year No. of Games Rec. Pct.

  2008 8 8-0 1.000
  2007 5 4-1 .800
  2006 9 8-1 .889
  2005 6 3-3 .500
  2004 12 12-0 1.000
  2003 11 10-1 .909
  Totals 51 45-6 .882
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LEVEILLE/NIEWIEROSKI SILENCE ARMY
The one-two punch of senior attackman Mike Leveille and junior attackman Greg Niewieroski combined 
for seven of SU’s eight goals in the team’s 8-7 defeat of Army on Feb. 24. The duo scored all six Orange goals 
in the second half with Leveille netting four and Niewieroski two. For the game, Leveille scored six points 
(4g, 2a) and Niewieroski fi nished with three goals. Two of Leveille’s goals came in the span of 11 seconds in 
the fourth quarter to give the Orange an 8-5 lead it never relinquished. 

SOMETHING IN THE WATER
Watertown, N.Y. natives Kenny Nims, Greg Niewieroski and Brendan Loftus have been lighting up the 
scoreboard this season. The trio has combined for 68 goals in 15 games (4.45 gpg). Nims is second on the 
team with 30, while Niewieroski and Loftus have 21 and 17, respectively. The three players are related. 
Loftus and Nims are fi rst cousins, while Niewieroski and Nims are second cousins.

GALLOWAY THIRD AT SU IN SAVES BY A TRUE FRESHMAN
Rookie John Galloway ranks third at Syracuse in saves by a 

true freshman goaltender. Galloway has 123 stops on the year. 
Only Jamie Molloy and Paul Bishop had more in their fi rst year. 
Against Virginia, Galloway stopped a career-best 15 shots, and 
he played two of his best games of the year at Hobart and 
against Albany. At Hobart, he allowed just fi ve goals and made 
14 saves. He turned in the same numbers against Great Danes. 

Against Villanova on Feb. 17, Galloway became the fi rst true 
freshman to start a season opener for the Orange in more 
than 20 years. Prior to Galloway, the last true freshman to 
receive a start in the fi rst game of the year was Tom Nims in 
the 1981 opener against Navy. Galloway played the fi rst half against the Wildcats and faced 12 shots. He 
made fi ve saves and surrendered two goals to earn his fi rst collegiate victory.  

GALLOWAY LEADS FRESHMEN IN GOALS-AGAINST AVERAGE
Freshman goaltender John Galloway leads all rookie 
netminders this year with a 7.35 goals-against average. He 
ranks 11th overall in goals-against average according to 
the latest NCAA statistics released on May 12. Galloway has 
allowed eight or fewer goals in 10 of the Orange’s 15 contests. 
Jake Hagelin of Loyola is second among freshmen goalies with 
an 8.10 mark.

In addition, Galloway boasts the third-best save percentage 
among all rookies nationally (.549). Hagelin owns the top 
freshman mark (.574).

NOTING SU’S SEASON-OPENING WIN AGAINST 
VILLANOVA
• SU throttled Villanova, 21-6, in its 2008 season opener on Feb. 17. The victory improved the Orange’s all-
time record to 71-18 (.798) in season-opening games. It is 30-9 in campaign starters since 1970 and has 
won 12 straight, including all 10 under head coach John Desko. 

• Junior attackman Greg Niewieroski didn’t waste any time scoring SU’s fi rst goal of the season. 
Niewieroski scored 13 seconds in to the Orange’s season opener. His lightning quick goal was the fastest for 
SU at the start of a game since Mike Springer’s tally eight seconds into the team’s match against Fairfi eld on 
March 10, 2003. Overall, Niewieroski’s goal is tied for the ninth-fastest by an Orange player since 1988.
• Syracuse’s 21 goals against Villanova was the most for an SU squad in a season opener since it tallied 22 
against Virginia in the 1997 season starter. It also represented the most goals in an opener for the Orange 
under head coach John Desko. 
• The Orange’s 15-goal win over Villanova represented its largest margin of victory in a season-opening 
game since it defeated Union, 20-2, to begin the 1958 season.
• SU’s 10 goals in the fi rst quarter was the most since it netted 10 in the fourth period of a 16-9 victory 
against Loyola on April 7, 2000. 
• Syracuse surpassed 1 million in Carrier Dome lacrosse attendance against the Wildcats as a crowd of 4,252 
was on hand to witness the 2008 season opener. 

MOST SU TRUE FRESHMAN SAVES
(1971-PRESENT)

Name Year GP Svs.

Jamie Molloy 1977 14 209
Paul Bishop 1971 13 151
John Galloway 2008 15 123

Tom Nims 1981   9   80
Matthew Zuzelo 1975   3   30
Matt Palumb 1987   5   29

GOALS-AGAINST AVG. (FROSH.) 

Name School GP GAA

John Galloway Syracuse 15   7.35

Jake Hagelin Loyola 14   8.10
T.C. DiBartolo Mt. St. Mary’s 14 11.41

SAVE PCT. (FROSH.) 

Name School GP Sv%

Jake Hagelin Loyola 14 .574
T.C. DiBartolo Mt. St. Mary’s 14 .555
 John Galloway Syracuse 15 .549

2008 SYRACUSE CLASS STATS

Goals Scored

  Goals Pct. of Total

Freshmen  30 14.4
Sophomores  6    2.9 
Juniors  89  42.6
Seniors  84  40.2 
Totals 209

Assists

  Assists Pct. of Total

Freshmen  10   9.3 
Sophomores  2   1.9
Juniors  49   45.4
Seniors  47   43.5 
Totals 108

Points

  Points Pct. of Total

Freshmen 40 12.6
Sophomores  8    2.5 
Juniors  138  43.5
Seniors  131  41.3
Totals 317

Ground balls

  Ground balls Pct. of Total

Freshmen  118   21.7
Sophomores  26     4.8
Juniors  200   36.8 
Seniors  200   36.8 
Totals 544

MEDIA SERVICES

Lacrosse Contact ...............................Mike Morrison
Office Phone...................................... (315)-443-2608
Cell Phone ...........................................(315) 952-4809
E-mail ............................................ mdmorris@syr.edu
Fax ......................................................... (315)-443-2076

Interview Opportunities

Coach Desko and requested players are 
available for interviews on Wednesdays during 
the season for 30 minutes before practice. Please 
contact the Athletic Communications Office 
24 hours in advance to request players and to 
find out the place and time of the interview 
opportunity.

Credentials

Season and individual game requests for 
working press credentials should be online via 
the PressPass media credential system. Please 
visit www.SportsSystems.com/Syracuse 
to apply for credentials. All communication 
regarding the status of your credential 
application will be by E-mail.
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Cuse Cares Community Service Program

     The ‘Cuse Cares Community Service Program, supported by Citizens Bank, 
immerses SU student-athletes and coaches in the community. For the past nine 
years the ‘Cuse Cares program has been recognized with the Chancellor’s Award for 
Public Service (CAPS), given annually to SU students and student organizations that 
exemplify the highest ideal of sustained, quality service to the Syracuse community.    
     Orange student-athletes and coaches are involved in various community 
projects, including the Verizon Foundation’s Literacy Program, the United Way 

Success by Six ‘Bring on the Books’ campaign, the Make-A-Wish Foundation, the Vera House, the 
Salvation Army, the Nottingham Retirement Center, the VA Hospital, and Coaches vs. Cancer. In addition, 
Orange teams work with several reading programs, including Parents as Reading Partners, Children’s 
Book Week, and Character Education Assemblies and After-School Extra Help Programs, assist staff  at 
local soup kitchens, participate in Walks for fundraising, youth sport programs, and Earth Day events.

Brother combos on the team:

  •  Al and Lincoln Cavalieri  ‘10
  • Kyle (‘08) and Thomas (‘11) Guadagnolo
Cousin combos on the team:

  •  Brendan Loftus ‘08 and Kenny Nims ‘09
Second cousin combos on the team:

  •  Greg Niewieroski ‘09 and Kenny Nims ‘09
Brother played at Syracuse:

  •  Dan Hardy (Tom, 1999-02)
  • Pat Perritt (Bill, 2000-03)
Father played at Syracuse:

  •  Matt Abbott (Tom, 1975-78)
  •  Tim Desko (John, 1976-79)
  •  Alex Giocondi (Phil, 1971-72)
  • Dan Hardy (Bill, 1982)
  • Kenny Nims (Tom, 1981, 1983-85)
Grandfather played at Syracuse:

  •  Matt Abbott (Larry, 1950-52)
  •  Nate Tucker (Robert, 1952-55)
Uncle played at Syracuse:

  •  Tim Desko (Dave, 1981-84; Jeff , 1983-86)
  •  Brendan Loftus (Tom Nims, 1981, 1983-85)
  •  Tim Harder (Bill, 1984)

ORANGE FAMILY TIES

The number of undefeated seasons in 
SU lacrosse history (1922, 1924, 1957, 
1988, 1990).

NCAA Championships won by the 
Orange, tied with Johns Hopkins for 
the most by a Division I program.

Number of of four-time All-Americans. 
Mike Powell was the most recent 
(2001-04).

  Individuals with ties to the Orange
lacrosse program to be inducted into 
the National Lacrosse Hall of Fame.
  

Number of consecutive trips to the 
NCAA Final Four (1983-2004).

Number of NCAA Tournament 
appearances.  

The number of times SU has won
at least 10 games in a season.

  The 2008 season marks the 89th
season of Orange men’s lacrosse.
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ORANGE LACROSSE BY THE NUMBERS

KEOGH EMERGES AS SU’S FOURTH ATTACKMAN
Freshman attackman Stephen Keogh has found his niche as the Orange’s fourth attackman in 2008. The 
Toronto native is tied for sixth on the team with 17 goals and is the highest scoring rookie on the squad (18 
points). Keogh has six multi-goal games and has developed into a man-up specialist. He is second behind 
Kenny Nims with seven extra-man tallies. Keogh also fills in for Greg Niewieroski six-on-six.

ALL-AMERICAN ORANGE
Three members of the Syracuse men’s lacrosse team have been named 2008 preseason 
All-Americans by Inside Lacrosse. Senior attackman Mike Leveille was picked to the second team, while 
midfi elders Dan Hardy and Steven Brooks were honorable mention choices. All three players were USILA 
Honorable Mention All-Americans following the 2007 campaign.

Last month, the Inside Lacrosse staff  picked its mid-season All-Americans and the Orange was well-represented 
on that list also. Leveille and Brooks were fi rst-team selections as was senior faceoff  ace Danny Brennan. 
Defensively, freshman long-stick midfi elder Joel White and junior close defenseman Sid Smith were honorable 
mention picks.

TRIO OF CAPTAINS FOR 2008
Seniors Mike Leveille, Evan Brady and Kyle Guadagnolo are the Orange’s captains for the 2008 season. 
Leveille and Brady were also elected captains in 2007, while Guadagnolo is in the role for the fi rst time.

COACHING STAFF BLEEDS ORANGE
All four members of the Syracuse coaching staff  played lacrosse for the Orange under legendary mentor 
Roy Simmons Jr. Head coach John Desko, assistant coach Roy Simmons III and volunteer assistant Kevin 

Donahue were teammates at SU in the late 1970’s and were members of SU’s fi rst NCAA Tournament squad 
in 1979. Desko and Donahue were senior co-captains that year. Assistant coach Lelan Rogers played two 
seasons for the Orange (1986) before joining the staff  as a graduate assistant from 1988-90. In addition to every 
member of the men’s lacrosse staff , Syracuse University also produced current women’s head coach Gary Gait. 

Gait led the Orange to three NCAA Championships and has since become a lacrosse icon.

ORANGE IN OVERTIME
Since 1971, Syracuse has posted a 21-14 record in games decided in overtime and is 7-8 in 15 extra-session 
games since head coach John Desko took over the program in 1999. Syracuse played three consecutive 
overtime games for the fi rst time in school history earlier this year. The Orange lost to Virginia on March 1, 14-
13, then defeated Georgetown in double OT (March 9) and Johns Hopkins (March 15) in one extra session.

COACHING FATHERS; PLAYING SONS
Syracuse head coach John Desko is coaching his son Tim Desko this season. The tandem is one of two active 
father-son, coaching-playing duos along with John and Matt Danowski (Duke). Tim is a rookie midfielder for the 
Orange and followed in his father’s footsteps, playing high school lacrosse at West Genesee and then attending 
Syracuse. It is the fourth time in Orange history a father has coached his son. Roy Simmons Sr. coached his son, 
Roy Simmons Jr., from 1956-58. Roy Simmons Jr. coached his two sons, Roy III (1977-79, 81) and Ron (1978-81). 
In addition, there are several other current players with family ties to the Syracuse lacrosse program (see right).
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DESKO WITH THE ORANGE

Year Record Pct. Postseason

As a Player

1976 7-4 .636          
1977 8-6 .571          
1978 10-3 .769          
1979 10-5  .667 NCAA Playoffs 
Four Years 35-18 .660

As an Assistant Coach

1980 12-2  .857 NCAA Playoffs  
1981 7-4  .636 NCAA Playoffs  
1982 6-4 .600           
1983 14-1  .933 NCAA Champion  
1984 15-1  .938 NCAA Finalist 
1985 14-2  .875 NCAA Finalist 
1986 14-3  .824 NCAA Final Four 
1987 9-4  .692 NCAA Final Four 
1988 15-0  1.000 NCAA Champion 
1989 14-1  .933 NCAA Champion 
1990 13-0  1.000 NCAA Champion 
1991 12-3  .800 NCAA Final Four 
1992 13-2  .867 NCAA Finalist 
1993 12-2  .857 NCAA Champion 
1994 13-2  .867 NCAA Final Four 
1995 13-2  .867 NCAA Champion 
1996 11-4  .733 NCAA Final Four 
1997 11-3 .786 NCAA Final Four 
1998 11-3 .786 NCAA Final Four 
19 Years 229-43 .842 

As the Head Coach

1999 12-5  .706 NCAA Finalist 
2000 15-1 .938 NCAA Champion 
2001 13-3 .813 NCAA Finalist 
2002 15-2 .882 NCAA Champion 
2003 10-6 .625 NCAA Final Four 
2004 15-2 .882 NCAA Champion 
2005 7-6 .538 NCAA Playoffs 
2006 10-5 .667 NCAA Final Four 
2007 5-8 .385                                    
2008 13-2 .867    
10 Years  115-40 .742

DESKO VS. ALL OPPONENTS

 Team W L
 Air Force 1 0  
 Albany 6 0  
 Army 6 1  
 Binghamton 2 0  
 Brown 7 0  
 Canisius 1 0
 Colgate 2 2  
 Cornell 6 4  
 Dartmouth 1 0  
 Denver 1 0  
 Duke 1 0  
 Fairfield 2 0  
 Georgetown 10 3  
 Harvard 1 0  
 Hobart 9 1  
 Hofstra 1 1  
 Johns Hopkins 6 8  
 Loyola 8 3  
 Massachusetts 7 4  
 Navy 1 0  
 Notre Dame 2 0  
 Penn 4 0  
 Princeton 11 4  
 Rutgers 8 2  
 Towson 2 0  
 Villanova 1 0
 Virginia 6 7  
 Yale 2 0  
 Totals 115 40

HEAD COACH JOHN DESKO

In his fi rst nine years as head men’s lacrosse coach at Syracuse University, John 
Desko has blazed a trail of excellence that speaks for itself. It is a record that 
helps distinguish him as one of the most respected coaches in the nation and 
the world. Throughout his tenure he has maintained the winning tradition 
that is Orange lacrosse. Since replacing Hall of Fame coach Roy Simmons Jr. in 
1999, Desko has kept the Orange in the hunt for a national title each and every 
year and he has brought home the national championship trophy three times 
(2000, 2002, 2004). 

In the process, Desko established a successful leadership style recognized by 
many in the lacrosse world. His legacy of achievement led to his selection as the head coach of the 2006 
U.S. National Team on the sport’s biggest stage – the International Lacrosse Federation (ILF) World Cham-
pionship – where he guided the squad to the silver medal. To represent your country is an honor that few 
receive, but it is just one of the many bestowed on Desko during his sparkling career His staggering list of 
accomplishments includes:

* An overall record of 115-40 in nine-plus seasons at Syracuse.
* A postseason record of 20-5.
* Three NCAA Championships (2000, 2002, 2004).
* Six straight trips to NCAA Championship Weekend from 1999-2004.
* Five appearances in the NCAA title game.
* An 8-4 record at championship weekend.
* A 5-2 record in the NCAA semifi nals.
* 2006 U.S. National Team Head Coach.
* 2006 Syracuse LetterWinner of Distinction.
* Fastest active Division I head coach to reach 100 wins (133 games).

Setting The Standard
Desko owns the fourth-best winning percentage of any active NCAA Division I coach with at least fi ve years 
of experience (.742) and he holds the best winning percentage in the NCAA Championship of any coach in 
the history of college lacrosse (.800).

Desko won his third NCAA Championship trophy after his team defeated the No. 1 and No. 2 seeds in the 
2004 tournament during the fi nal weekend of play. His other titles came in 2000 and 2002.

Since he accepted the head coaching reins, Syracuse has had 30 players earn All-America honors, including 
four-time honorees Mike Powell and Mike Springer. Desko and his staff  have achieved success by schedul-
ing the nation’s toughest competition. Since he took over in 1999, Syracuse is 37-24 against top 10 teams.

The Orange was one of the last four teams standing on Memorial Day weekend for 22 years between 1983 
and 2004. It was as much a refl ection upon Desko as anyone, considering he was the one person directly 
associated with the team during each of “the streak’s” 22 seasons.

The “streak” came to an end in 2005 with a 16-15 loss to Massachusetts in the fi rst round of the NCAA Tour-
nament, but the Orange’s absence on championship weekend didn’t last long. Syracuse started the 2006 
campaign 1-4, but Desko righted the ship and piloted the Orange to nine straight wins, including its last 
seven regular-season games. Once in the postseason Syracuse knocked off  Harvard and arch nemesis Johns 
Hopkins to take its rightful place college lacrosse’s Final Four.

Success Leads To Opportunity
Desko’s coaching success has led him to additional opportunities outside of Syracuse, including his appoint-
ment as U.S. National Team coach for the 2006 World Games. In addition, Desko served as a coach for the 
North team in the annual North-South Senior All-Star game at the University of Delaware in 2000. He is also 
a leader in the sport’s administration. He served as a member of the NCAA Lacrosse Committee, a group 
that oversees and regulates rules, championships and other issues pertinent to the sport, from 1999-2003.
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The Heir Apparent
When Roy Simmons Jr. retired in 1998, Desko 
was the perfect choice to continue the Orange’s 
championship tradition. He spent 19 seasons as 
Simmons’ top assistant during a time when SU won 
six national championships and appeared in 16 
consecutive Final Fours. 

Desko came to Syracuse as a player in 1976. He 
promptly helped SU accomplish its fi rst winning 
season (7-4) since 1971. As a sophomore midfi elder, 
Desko and the Orange went 8-6 and scored a then 
school-record 238 goals. SU’s fastest midfi elder his 
fi rst two seasons, Desko switched to defense as a 
junior and the Orange continued its winning ways. 
Syracuse went 10-3 in 1978. With Desko leading the 
way on defense, SU held opponents to 104 goals, 
the lowest total in eight years. 

With just two seasons of experience on defense, 
Desko earned All-America honors as he helped SU 
to a 10-5 record in 1979 and the school’s fi rst NCAA 
playoff  berth. He served as team captain as a junior 
and senior and the Orange’s record improved in 
each of his four years on the squad. 

Upon fi nishing his playing career, Desko joined 
Simmons’ staff  and helped build one of the premier 
programs in collegiate lacrosse. In his 19 seasons as 
an assistant, the Orange compiled a record of 229-

43 (.842), was selected to the NCAA Tournament 18 times, reached the Final Four 16 consecutive times and 
won six national championships. 

Desko coordinated recruiting and served as co-director of the popular Syracuse University Lacrosse Camp, 
held each summer on campus. Desko recruited some of the best lacrosse players to have ever played the 
game, including two-time National Player of the Year and Outstanding Midfi elder of the Year Gary Gait, 
two-time Outstanding Attackman of the Year Tim Nelson, four-time All-American Brad Kotz, three-time 
All-American Paul Gait and the Powell brothers, the school’s top three all-time leading point scorers (Mike, 
Casey and Ryan). 

Syracuse Through and Through
Desko attended high school at lacrosse-hotbed West Genesee High School in Syracuse, where he also 
excelled in football and basketball. He earned his bachelor’s degree in sociology from Syracuse University. 

In the fall of 1997, Desko was inducted into the Central New York Chapter of the Lacrosse
Foundation’s Hall of Fame for his service to local lacrosse. 

Desko’s two younger brothers, Dave and Jeff , were also All-American lacrosse players at Syracuse, and his 
son, Tim, is the latest member of the family to join the program. Tim is a freshman midfi elder on this year’s 
team.

John, his wife, Cindy, their sons, Tim and Ryan, and daughters, Nicole and Casey, all live in Syracuse, N.Y.

DESKO NAMED U.S. LACROSSE COACH OF THE WEEK 
Coach John Desko was selected as the U.S. Lacrosse Coach of the Week for the week ending March 16 and 
was recognized on CSTV’s broadcast of the Navy-Colgate game on Sunday, March 23. Desko’s honor marks the 
second time in the last two years he has earned the group’s weekly award. He was named Coach of the Week in 
2007 after the Orange upset then-No. 2 Albany.

DESKO IN THE RECORD BOOKS

     John Desko ranks fourth in winning percentage 
among active NCAA Division I coaches and he 
leads all coaches in career postseason winning 
percentage. His 20 NCAA wins is third among 
active coaches and he lists fourth in career NCAA 
Tournament wins.

Active NCAA Career Winning Pct. 
(min. five years as a DI head coach)

includes May 16 games

    W L Pct.

 1.  Dave Urick, Georgetown 313 103 .752
 2.  Jeff Tambroni, Cornell 84 29 .743 
 3.  Bill Tierney, Princeton 259 90 .7421
  4.  JOHN DESKO, SYRACUSE 115 40 .7419

 5.  Dave Pietramala, Johns Hopkins 117 41 .7405
 6.  Dom Starsia, Virginia 284 107 .726
 7.  Dave Cottle, Maryland 257 103 .714
 8.  Jim Stagnitta, Rutgers 178 96 .650
 9.  Tony Seaman, Towson 246 138 .641
 10.  Kevin Corrigan, Notre Dame 191 109 .637 

All-Time Winning Pct. in the 
NCAA Championship 

(at least 10 games)

    W L Pct.

 1.  JOHN DESKO, SYRACUSE 20 5 .800

 2.  Henry Ciccarone, Johns Hopkins 18 6 .750
 3.  Dave Pietramala, Johns Hopkins 16 6 .727
 4.  Bill Tierney, Princeton 29 11 .725
 5.  ROY SIMMONS JR., SYRACUSE 34 13 .723

  6.  Bud Beardmore, Maryland 15 6 .714
 7.  Willie Scroggs, North Carolina 17 8 .680
 8.  Richie Moran, Cornell 19 11 .633
 9.  Don Zimmerman, UMBC 13 8 .619
   Dom Starsia, Virginia 26 16 .619

Most NCAA Division I Championship Wins by 
Active Coaches

    Wins

 1. Bill Tierney, Princeton 29
 2. Dom Starsia, Virginia 26
 3. JOHN DESKO, SYRACUSE 20

 4. Dave Cottle, Maryland 17
 5. Dave Pietramala, Johns Hopkins 16

All-Time NCAA Division I 
Championship Coaching Wins

    Wins

 1. ROY SIMMONS JR., SYRACUSE 34

 2. Bill Tierney, Princeton 29
 3. Dom Starsia, Virginia 26
 4. JOHN DESKO, SYRACUSE 20 

 5. Richie Moran, Cornell 19
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1979 (0-1)
7th Seed

1st Round at Maryland L 13-16

1980 (1-1)
3rd Seed

1st Round Washington & Lee W 12-4
 (Coyne Field; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals at Johns Hopkins L 11-18

1981 (0-1)
7th Seed

1st Round at North Carolina L 6-13

1983 (3-0)
2nd Seed

1st Round Penn W 11-8
 (Coyne Field; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals Maryland W 12-5
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Final vs. Johns Hopkins W 17-16
 (New Brunswick, N.J.)

1984 (2-1)
2nd Seed

1st Round Rutgers W (OT) 8-7
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals Army W 11-9
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Final vs. Johns Hopkins L 10-13
 (Newark, Del.)

1985 (2-1)
2nd Seed

1st Round Penn W 14-7
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals North Carolina W (OT) 14-13
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Final vs. Johns Hopkins L 4-11
 (Providence, R.I.)

1986 (1-1)
2nd Seed

Quarterfi nals Rutgers W 17-5
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. Virginia L 10-12
 (Newark, Del.)

1987 (1-1)
3rd Seed

Quarterfi nals Navy W 18-11
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. Cornell L 15-18
 (New Brunswick, N.J.)

1988 (3-0)
1st Seed

Quarterfi nals Navy W 23-5
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals Penn W 11-10
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Final Cornell W 13-8
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)

1989 (3-0)
1st Seed

Quarterfi nals Navy W 18-11
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals at Maryland W 18-8
Final vs. Johns Hopkins W 13-12
 (College Park, Md.)

1990 (3-0)
1st Seed

Quarterfi nals Brown W 20-12
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. North Carolina W 21-10
 (New Brunswick, N.J.)
Final vs. Loyola W 21-9
 (New Brunswick, N.J.)

* 1990 championship vacated by NCAA

1991 (2-1)
5th Seed

1st Round Michigan State W 28-7
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Quarterfi nals at Johns Hopkins W 11-8
Semifi nals North Carolina L 13-19
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)

1992 (2-1)
1st Seed

Quarterfi nals Yale W 17-8
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. Johns Hopkins W 21-16
 (Philadelphia, Pa.)
Final vs. Princeton L (2OT) 9-10
 (Philadelphia, Pa.)

1993 (3-0)
3rd Seed

Quarterfi nals Hofstra W 20-8
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. Princeton W 15-9
 (College Park, Md.)
Final vs. North Carolina W 13-12
 (College Park, Md.)

Jamie Archer scored six times in the fi rst half as the Orange went on to set an NCAA 

postseason record with 28 goals in a 28-7 win against Michigan State in the 1991 

NCAA Tournament.  

SYRACUSE ALL-TIME NCAA TOURNAMENT RESULTS
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1994 (1-1)
1st Seed

Quarterfi nals Duke W 12-11 
 (Coyne Field; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. Virginia L (OT) 14-15
 (College Park, Md.)

1995 (3-0)
3rd Seed

Quarterfi nals Princeton W 15-11
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. Virginia W 20-13
 (College Park, Md.)
Final at Maryland W 13-9

1996 (2-1)
5th Seed

1st Round vs. Army W 12-3
 (Ithaca, N.Y.)
Quarterfi nals vs. North Carolina W 19-12
 (Piscataway, N.J.)
Semifi nals vs. Princeton L 9-11
 (College Park, Md.)

1997 (1-1)
3rd Seed

Quarterfi nals vs. Loyola W 13-12 
 (Hempstead, N.Y.)
Semifi nals at Maryland L 17-18

1998 (1-1)
4th Seed

Quarterfi nals vs. Virginia W 17-14 
 (Hempstead, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. Princeton L 10-11
 (Piscataway, N.J.)

1999 (3-1)
8th Seed

1st Round vs. Princeton W 7-5
 (Providence, R.I.)
Quarterfi nals vs. Loyola W 17-12
 (Princeton, N.J.)
Semifi nals vs. Georgetown W 13-9
 (College Park, Md.)
Final vs. Virginia L 10-12
 (College Park, Md.)

2000 (3-0)
1st Seed

Quarterfi nals vs. Georgetown W 17-13
 (Piscataway, N.J.)
Semifi nals vs. Johns Hopkins W 14-12
 (College Park, Md.)
Final vs. Princeton W 13-7
 (College Park, Md.)

2001 (2-1)
1st Seed

Quarterfi nals at Hofstra W 18-13
Semifi nals vs. Notre Dame W 12-5
 (Piscataway, N.J.)
Final vs. Princeton L (OT) 9-10
 (Piscataway, N.J.)

2002 (3-0)
2nd Seed

Quarterfi nals vs. Duke W 10-9
 (Hempstead, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. Virginia W (2OT) 12-11
 (Piscataway, N.J.)
Final vs. Princeton W 13-12
 (Piscataway, N.J.)

2003 (2-1)
Not Seeded

1st Round Dartmouth W 13-11
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Quarterfi nals vs. Princeton W 15-5
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. Johns Hopkins L 8-19
 (M&T Bank Stadium; Baltimore, Md.)

2004 (4-0)
4th Seed

1st Round Albany W 21-13
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Quarterfi nals vs. Georgetown W 8-7
 (Schoellkopf Field, Ithaca, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. Johns Hopkins W 15-9
 (M&T Bank Stadium; Baltimore, Md.)
Final vs. Navy W 14-13
 (M&T Bank Stadium; Baltimore, Md.)

2005 (0-1)
Not Seeded

1st Round at Massachusetts L 15-16

2006 (2-1)
5th Seed

1st Round Harvard W 11-4
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
Quarterfi nals vs. Johns Hopkins W 13-12
 (Stony Brook, N.Y.)
Semifi nals vs. Virginia L 10-17
 (Lincoln Financial Field; Philadelphia, Pa.)

2008 (1-0)
3rd Seed

1st Round Canisius W 20-3
 (Carrier Dome; Syracuse, N.Y.)
 

 

SU NCAA Series Records

Team W-L

Albany 1-0
Army 2-0
Brown 1-0
Canisius 1-0
Cornell 1-1
Dartmouth 1-0
Duke 2-0
Georgetown 3-0
Johns Hopkins 7-4
Harvard 1-0
Hofstra 2-0
Loyola 3-0
Maryland 3-2
Massachusetts 0-1
Michigan State 1-0
Navy 4-0
North Carolina 4-2
Notre Dame 1-0
Penn 3-0
Princeton 6-4
Rutgers 2-0
Virginia 3-4
Washington & Lee 1-0
Yale 1-0

All-Time NCAA Record 54-18

All-Time NCAA Home Record 24-1

     at the Carrier Dome 21-1
     at Coyne Field 3-0

SYRACUSE ALL-TIME NCAA TOURNAMENT RESULTS
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Game
Most goals

 28 * vs. Michigan State 5/15/91
Most goals in a quarter 

 15 * vs. Michigan State (2nd) 5/15/91
Most goals, both teams

 37  SU 21, Johns Hopkins 16  5/23/92
Fewest goals scored

 4 vs. Johns Hopkins 5/25/85
Most assists

 19 * vs. Michigan State 5/15/91
Most points

 47 * vs. Michigan State 5/15/91
Most saves

26 vs. North Carolina 5/18/96
  (Jason Gebhardt, 26)

26 vs. North Carolina 5/26/90
   (Matt Palumb, 22; Lee Hine, 3; 

Pat McCabe, 1)
Most ground balls ^

73 at Maryland 5/29/95
 73 vs. Virginia 5/28/94
 73 vs. Loyola 5/28/90
Most faceoffs won ^

 28 (39) vs. Michigan State 5/15/91
Most faceoffs attempted ^

 39 vs. Michigan State 5/15/91
Highest faceoff winning pct. (min. 30 att.) ^

 .813 (26-32) vs. Navy 5/22/88
Most shots

 74 vs. Yale 5/16/92
Most shots, both teams

 122 SU 66, North Carolina 56 5/31/93
Largest margin of victory

 21 (28-7) * vs. Michigan State 5/15/91
Largest margin of defeat

 11 (19-8) vs. Johns Hopkins 5/24/03
Most goals allowed

 19 vs. Johns  Hopkins 5/24/03
 19 vs. North Carolina 5/25/91
Fewest goals allowed

 3 vs. Canisius 5/11/08
 3 vs. Army 5/11/96
Highest save pct. (min. 2 games)

 .875  vs. Army (21 svs./3 GA) 5/11/96

Tournament
Most goals

 62 3 games 1990
Most goals per game (min. 2 games)

 20.7 (62) 3 games 1990
Fewest goals scored (min. 2 games)

 23 2 games 1980
Fewest goals per game (min. 2 games)

 9.7  (29) 3 games 1984
Most assists

 40 3 games 1990
Most assists per game (min. 2 games)

 13.3 (40) 3 games 1990
Most points

 102 3 games 1990
Most points per game (min. 2 games)

 34.0 (102) 3 games 1990
Most saves

 85 4 games 1999
Most saves per game

 21.6 (65) 3 games 1996
 21.6 (65) 3 games 1990
Most ground balls ^

 215 4 games 1999
Most ground balls per game ^

 69.0 (207) 3 games 1990
Most faceoffs won ^

 64 3 games 1990
Most faceoffs attempted ^

 113 4 games 2004
Highest faceoff winning pct. (min. 50 att.) ^

 .674 (58-86) 4 games 2000
Most shots

 186 3 games 1993
Highest average margin of victory (min. 2 wins)

 12.0 2 games 1991
Most goals allowed (min. 2 games)

 42 4 games 2004
Most goals allowed per game (min. 2 games)

 15.0 (30) 2 games 1997
Fewest goals allowed (min. 2 games)

 17 2 games 1986
Fewest goals allowed per game (min. 2 games)

 7.7 (23) 3 games 1988
Highest save pct. (min. 2 games)

 .714  3 games 1996
Most wins

 4 4 games 2004
Highest winning pct.

 1.000 4-0 (1) 2004
 1.000 3-0 (8) 1983, 1988, 1989 1990,
   1993, 1995, 2000, 2002

Jason Gebhardt set an SU postseason 

record with 26 saves versus North 

Carolina in 1996. 

Gary Gait fi nished with a school-

record 23 points during the 1990 NCAA 

Tournament.

Key:

* - NCAA Tournament record
^ -  Game faceoff and ground ball statistics 

incomplete prior to 1988

SYRACUSE NCAA TOURNAMENT TEAM RECORDS
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Game
Most goals 
 9 # Gary Gait vs. Navy 5/22/88
Most goals (1st round)

 6 Jamie Archer vs. Michigan State 5/15/91
Most goals (Quarterfinal)

 9 # Gary Gait vs. Navy 5/22/88
Most goals (Semifinal)

 6 Michael Springer vs. Notre Dame 5/26/01
Most goals (Championship game)

 6 Liam Banks vs. Princeton 5/29/00
Most assists

 8 # Casey Powell vs. Loyola 5/17/97
Most points

 12 # Gary Gait (9-3) vs. Navy 5/22/88
Most saves

26 Jason Gebhardt vs. North Carolina 5/18/96
Most ground balls ^

12 Gary Gait vs. Brown 5/20/90
 12 Bill Dirrigl vs. Cornell 5/23/87
Most faceoffs won ^

 26 Bill Dirrigl (26-32) vs. Navy 5/22/88
Most faceoffs attempted ^

 34 Chris Cercy at Hofstra 5/19/01
Highest face-off winning pct. (min. 20 att.) ^

 .813  Bill Dirrigl (26-32) vs. Navy 5/22/88
Most goals allowed 
 19 Jay Pfeifer vs. Johns  Hopkins 5/24/03
 19 Jerry DeLorenzo vs. North Carolina 5/25/91
Fewest goals allowed (min. 45 minutes played) 
 3 John Galloway vs. Canisius 5/11/08
 3 Jason Gebhardt vs. Army 5/11/96
Highest save pct.

 .875 Jason Gebhardt vs. Army  5/11/96
  (21 svs./3 GA)

Tournament
Most goals 
 15 Gary Gait (3 games) 1990
Most goals per game (min. 2 games)

 5.5 (11) Gary Gait (2 games) 1987
Most assists

 12 Tim Nelson (3 games) 1983
Most assists per game (min. 2 games)

 4.0 (8)  Casey Powell (2 games) 1997
4.0 (12) Tim Nelson (3 games) 1983

 4.0 (8) Tim O’Hara (2 games) 1980
Most points

 23 Gary Gait (15-8) (3 games) 1990
Most points per game (min. 2 games)

7.7 (23) Gary Gait (3 games) 1990
Most saves

 65 Jason Gebhardt (3 games) 1996
Most saves per game (min. 2 games)

 21.7 (65) Jason Gebhardt (3 games) 1996
Most ground balls ^

 31 Rob Mulligan (4 games) 1999
Most ground balls per game ^

 9.0 (27) Gary Gait (3 games) 1989
Most faceoffs won ^

 54 Chris Cercy (54-81) (3 games) 2000
Most faceoffs attempted ^

 85 Danny Brennan (4 games) 2004
Highest faceoff winning pct. (min. 30 att.) ^

 .667 Chris Cercy (54-81) (3 games) 2000
 .667 Toby Price (20-30) (2 games) 1994
Fewest goals allowed (2 games)

 15 Jim Gyory 1986
Fewest goals allowed (3 games)

 23 Matt Palumb 1988
 23 Matt Palumb 1990
Fewest goals allowed per game (2 games)

 7.5 (15) Jim Gyory 1986
Fewest goals allowed per game (3 games)

 7.7 (23) Matt Palumb 1988
 7.7 (23) Matt Palumb 1990
Highest save pct. (min. 2 games)

 .714 Jason Gebhardt (3 games) 1996
  (65 svs./26 GA)
Most wins

 4 Jay Pfeifer (4 games) 2004
Highest winning pct.

 1.000 Jay Pfeifer (4-0) 2004
 1.000 Jay Pfeifer (3-0) 2002
 1.000 Rob Mulligan (3-0) 2000
  1.000 Alex Rosier (3-0) 1995
  1.000 Chris Surran (3-0) 1993
 1.000 Matt Palumb (3-0) 1988, 1989, 1990
 1.000 Travis Solomon (3-0) 1983

Career
Most goals 
 50 * Gary Gait (11 games) 1987-90
Most assists

 34 Michael Powell (13 games) 2001-04
Most points

 67 (50-17) Gary Gait (11 games) 1987-90
Most saves

 146 Jay Pfeifer (11 games) 2002-05
 146 Matt Palumb (9 games) 1988-90
Most saves per game (min. 6 games)

 17.0 (102) Tom Nims (6 games) 1984-85
Most ground balls ^

 85 % Gary Gait (10 games) 1987-90
Most ground balls per game ^

 8.5 (85) % Gary Gait (10 games) 1987-90
Most faceoffs won ^

 114 Chris Cercy (12 games) 1998-2001
Most faceoffs attempted ^

 185 Chris Cercy (12 games) 1998-2001
Highest faceoff winning pct. (min. 100 att.) ^

 .616 (114-185) Chris Cercy (12 games) 1998-2001
Fewest goals allowed (min. 6 games)

 59 Tom Nims (6 games) 1984-85
Fewest goals allowed per game (min. 6 games)

 8.6 Matt Palumb (9 games) 1988-90
Highest save pct. (min. 6 games)

 .655 Matt Palumb (9 games) 1988-90
  (146 svs./77 GA)
Most wins

9 (9-2) Jay Pfeifer (11 games) 2002-05
 9 (9-2) Rob Mulligan (11 games) 1998-2001

9 (9-0) Matt Palumb (9 games) 1988-90
Highest winning pct. (min. 6 games)

 1.000  Matt Palumb (9-0) 1988-90

Liam Banks scored six goals in the 

championship game against Princeton 

in 2000. 

Chris Cercy owns the SU career tournament 

records for faceoff s won, attempted and 

winning percentage.

Key:

* - NCAA Tournament record
# - Tied NCAA Tournament record
% -  Does not include 1987 NCAA Tournament 

game vs. Navy
^ -  Individual faceoff and ground ball statistics 

incomplete prior to 1988

SYRACUSE NCAA TOURNAMENT INDIVIDUAL RECORDS
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2008 SYRACUSE NUMERICAL ROSTER

No.  Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Hometown/High School/Previous School
   1 Pat Perritt M 5-9 199 Jr. Holtsville, N.Y./Sachem
   2 Peter Coluccini GK 6-0 205 Jr. South Salem, N.Y./John Jay
   3 Matt Abbott M 6-2 177 Jr. Syracuse, N.Y./Nottingham
   4 Jack Harmatuk A 5-11 176 Fr. Syracuse, N.Y./Christian Brothers Academy
   5 Max Bartig M 5-11 178 So.  East Northport, N.Y./Northport
 6 Nathan Farabee GK 6-1 193 Fr. Rougemont, N.C./Northern Durham
   7 Al Cavalieri GK 6-0 180 So. Lathrup Village, Mich./Detroit Country Day
   8 Jake Moulton M 5-11 182 Jr. Camillus, N.Y./West Genesee
   9 Josh Amidon M 6-1 176 Fr. Lafayette, N.Y./Lafayette
 10 Kenny Nims A 6-0 184 Jr. Watertown, N.Y./Watertown
 11 Joel White LSM 6-0 193 Fr. Cortland, N.Y./Cortland
 12 Spencer Van Schaack DM 6-0 201 Jr. Tuxedo Park, N.Y./Don Bosco Prep
 13 Steve Babbles M 5-11 197 Sr. Skaneateles, N.Y./Skaneateles
 14 Chris Daniello A 5-7 172 So. Cross River, N.Y./John Jay
 15 John Galloway GK 5-11 175 Fr. Syracuse, N.Y./West Genesee
 16 Tim Desko M 5-10 193 Fr. Syracuse, N.Y./West Genesee
 17 John Carrozza DM 6-0 187 Sr. Katonah, N.Y./John Jay/Univ. of Delaware
 18 Matt Tierney D 6-3 201 So. Montclair, N.J./Montclair
 19 Mike Leveille A 6-3 204 Sr. Delmar, N.Y./Albany Academy
 20 Greg Niewieroski A 6-1 201 Jr. Watertown, N.Y./Watertown
 21 Mike MacDonald A 6-1 167 Sr. Syracuse, N.Y./Henninger
 22 Dan Hardy M 6-4 224 Jr. Tully, N.Y./Tully Central
 23 Jovan Miller M 5-11 191 Fr. Syracuse, N.Y./Christian Brothers Academy
 24 Brendan Loftus M 6-2 203 Sr. Watertown, N.Y./Immaculate Heart Central
 25 John Mecionis D 6-0 188 Jr. Port Jefferson, N.Y./Comsewogue
 26 Joe Coulter DM 6-1 205 So. San Diego, Calif./Westview
 27 Lincoln Cavalieri M 5-11 191 So. Lathrup Village, Mich./Detroit Country Day/Bridgton Academy
 28 Stephen Keogh A 5-10 183 Fr. Toronto, Ontario/Malvern Coll. Inst./Brewster Academy
 29 Derek Pilipiak LSM 5-10 210 Jr. Ridgewood, N.Y./Ridgewood/Univ. of Virginia
 30 Blair Koontz M 6-2 200 So. Montclair, N.J./Montclair 
 31 Evan Brady D 5-11 192 Sr. Ridgewood, N.J./Ridgewood
 32 Tim Harder M 5-8 149 Fr. Garden City, N.Y./Garden City
 33 Sid Smith D 6-0 208 Jr. Ohsweken, Ontario/Hagersville/Onondaga CC
 34 Tom Guadagnolo D 5-9 174 Fr. Jordan, N.Y./Jordan-Elbridge
 35 Sean McGonigle LSM 5-11 172 Jr. Encinitas, Calif./La Costa Canyon
 36 Jay Shaw D 6-3 173 Jr. Tully, N.Y./Tully Central
 37 Tyler Hlawati D 6-2 190 So. Dublin, Ohio/Dublin Scioto
 38 Josh Knight M 6-0 194 Fr. Saratoga Springs, N.Y./Saratoga Springs 
 39 T.J. Murphy D 5-10 183 Fr. Bloomfield Hills, Mich./Birmingham Seaholm
 40 Danny Brennan M 6-0 218 Sr. Farmingdale, N.Y./Farmingdale
 41 Jeff Gilbert M 5-11 169 Fr. Liverpool, N.Y./Cicero-North Syracuse
 42 Kyle Guadagnolo D 6-0 196 Sr. Jordan, N.Y./Jordan-Elbridge
 43 Brandon Conlin D 6-3 202 So. Bloomfield, Mich./Birmingham Seaholm
 44 Steven Brooks M 6-2 192 Sr. Libertyville, Ill./Libertyville/Bridgton Academy
 45 Pat Nemes A 6-2 181 Fr. Novi, Mich./Detroit Catholic Central
 46 Alex Giocondi A 6-0 201 Fr. Oyster Bay, N.Y./Friends Academy
 47 Anthony Bucco D 5-10 179 Jr. Boonton, N.J./Mountain Lakes
 48 Gavin Jenkinson M 6-0 202 So. Stuart, Fla./Saint Edward’s School
  Nate Tucker M 6-0 175 So. Manlius, N.Y./Fayetteville-Manlius

 Head Coach: John Desko (10th year)
 Assistant Coach: Roy Simmons III, Lelan Rogers
 Volunteer Assistant Coach: Kevin Donahue
 Captains: Evan Brady, Kyle Guadagnolo, Mike Leveille
 Athletic Trainer: Troy Gerlt
 Equipment Manager: Gary Audet
 Team Managers: Morey Mossovitz, Alex Abramo, Sam Evans    
 Lacrosse Secretary: Theresa Bathen



Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2008 15/0 8 5 1 6 12 0-0 .000
Totals 15/0 8 5 1 6 12 0-0 .000

AMIDON’S CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 2 Two times, vs. Canisius ‘08 *
Assists: 1 vs. Massachusetts ‘08
Points: 2 (2-0) Two times, vs. Canisius ‘08 *

* - NCAA Tournament game

#13  STEVE BABBLES   

Midfi eld • Sr. • 5-11 • 197

Skaneateles, N.Y./Skaneateles

BABBLES’ CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2005 13/0 3 0 0 0 4 0-0 .000
2006 15/0 17 1 1 2 5 0-0 .000
2007 13/0 5 0 2 2 12 1-1 1.000
2008 11/0 3 0 1 1 3 0-0 .000
Totals 52/0 28 1 4 5 24 1-1 1.000

BABBLES’ CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 1 at Rutgers ‘06
Assists: 1 Four times; vs. Binghamton ‘08
Points: 2 (1-1) at Rutgers ‘06

Faceoff s

Won: 1 vs. Rutgers ‘07
Att.: 1 vs. Rutgers ‘07

#5  MAX BARTIG   

Midfi eld • So. • 5-11 • 178

East Northport, N.Y./Northport

•  Matched a career best with two points on two goals 
at Rutgers.

BARTIG’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2007 13/0 16 3 0 3 5 0-0 .000
2008 13/0 14 2 0 2 4 0-0 .000
Totals 26/0 30 5 0 5 9 0-0 .000

BARTIG’S CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 2 Two times; at Rutgers ‘08
Assists: 0
Points: 2 (2-0)  Two times; at Rutgers ‘08

#31  EVAN BRADY   

Defense • Sr. • 5-11 • 192

Ridgewood, N.J./Ridgewood

• Season-high fi ve ground balls vs. Villanova and Army.
• 2008 team captain.

BRADY’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2005 3/0 0 0 0 0 0 0-0 .000
2006 15/0 2 0 0 0 24 0-0 .000
2007 13/12 0 0 0 0 16 0-0 .000
2008 15/15 1 0 0 0 22 0-0 .000
Totals 46/27 3 0 0 0 62 0-0 .000

BRADY’S CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 0
Assists: 0
Points: 0

#40  DANNY BRENNAN  

Midfi eld • Sr. • 6-0 • 218

Farmingdale, N.Y./Farmingdale

•  Named a mid-season fi rst-team All-American by Inside 
Lacrosse.

•  No. 1 in the nation in faceoff  winning percentage (.676).
• Second on team with 59 ground balls.
•  Fourth in career faceoff  winning pct. (.595), third in 

career faceoff s won (436) and third in career attempts 
(733).

•  Lists ninth on SU’s single-season list for faceoff  wins 
(165) and is on pace to fi nish fourth in school history in 
single-season faceoff  winning percentage (.676). 

• Tallied a season-high 19 faceoff  wins against Virginia.
• Earned his 400th career faceoff  victory at Cornell.
•   Picked up  11 ground balls, one shy of his career high,
 against Villanova.

BRENNAN’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2004 16/0 0 0 0 0 19 62-117 .530
2005 13/0 1 0 0 0 49 121-227 .533
2007 13/0 1 0 0 0 41 88-145 .607
2008 14/0 3 0 0 0 59 165-244 .676
Totals 56/0 5 0 0 0 168 436-733 .595

BRENNAN’S CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 0
Assists: 0
Points: 0

Faceoff s

Won: 23 vs. Cornell ‘05
Att.: 32 vs. Cornell ‘05

#44  STEVEN BROOKS                         

Midfi eld • Sr. • 6-2 • 192

Libertyville, Ill./Libertyville/Bridgton Academy (Maine)

•   Named a mid-season fi rst-team All-American by Inside Lacrosse.
•  2008 Tewaaraton Trophy nominee
• Third on SU with 36 points and 25 goals.
• Scored his 50th career goal at Hobart.
• Tied his career best with four goals at Johns Hopkins.
•  Paul Carcaterra’s (CSTV.com) Off ensive Player of the 

Week (March 17).
• Totaled a career-best six points on three goals and  
  three assists against Princeton.
• Matched his career best with three assists against  
  Villanova.
• Picked to the LaxPower Senior Spotlight Team.
•  Named a Preseason Honorable Mention All-American 

by Inside Lacrosse.

BROOKS’ CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2004 16-0 13 3 2 5 23 0-0 .000
2005 13-5 67 17 12 29 18 0-0 .000
2006 1-1 1 0 0 0 0 0-0 .000
2007 12/12 68 19 7 26 20 0-0 .000
2008 15/15 87 25 11 36 22 0-0 .000
Totals 57/33 236 64 32 96 83 0-0 .000

BROOKS’ CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 4 Three times; at Johns Hopkins ‘08
Assists: 3 Three times; vs. Princeton ‘08
Points: 6 (3-3) vs. Princeton ‘08
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#47  ANTHONY BUCCO                  

Defense • Jr. • 5-10 • 179

Boonton, N.J./Mountain Lakes

• Member of SU’s man-down unit.

BUCCO’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2006 0/0 0 0 0 0 0 0-0 .000
2007 2/0 0 0 0 0 0 0-0 .000
2008 15/0 0 0 0 0 3 0-0 .000
Totals 17/0 0 0 0 0 3 0-0 .000

BUCCO’S CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 0
Assists: 0
Points: 0 

#17  JOHN CARROZZA  

Def. Midfi eld • Sr. • 6-0 • 188

Katonah, N.Y./John Jay/Univ. of Delaware

• Assisted on the game-tying goal at Johns Hopkins.

CARROZZA’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2005 ! 16/2 31 3 5 8 9 0-0 .000
2006 15/0 9 3 0 3 42 48-103 .466
2007 3/0 1 0 0 0 3 0-0 .000
2008 15/0 6 0 1 1 16 25-67 .373
Totals 49/2 47 6 6 12 70 73-170 .429

CARROZZA’S CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 1 Six times; at Colgate ‘06
Assists: 2  vs. Stony Brook ‘05, Albany ‘05 
Points: 2 (1-1)  vs. Hofstra ‘05
 2 (0-2)  vs. Stony Brook ‘05, Albany ‘05

Faceoff s

Won: 7 at Rutgers ‘06
Att.: 22 vs. Johns Hopkins ‘06 *

! - at Delaware
* - NCAA Tournament game

#7  AL CAVALIERI   

Goalie • So. • 6-0 • 180

Lathrup Village,  Mich./Detroit Country Day

• Set career highs with four saves and an .800 save  
 percentage in 12:42 of action versus Villanova.
•  Brother, Lincoln, is a sophomore midfi elder on the SU 

lacrosse team.

A. CAVALIERI’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Min. Svs GA Save% GAA GB W-L-T

2007 1/0 12:18 3 4 .429 19.51 0 0-0-0
2008 6/0 65:06 12 5 .706 4.61 2 0-0-0
Totals 7/0 77:24 15 9 .625 6.98 2 0-0-0

A. CAVALIERI’S CAREER HIGHS

Saves: 4 vs. Villanova ‘08
Save Pct.: 1.000 vs. Canisius ‘08 *

Most Goals Allowed

  4 vs. Rutgers ‘07

Fewest Goals Allowed

  0 Two times, vs. Canisius ‘08 *

* - NCAA Tournament game

#27  LINCOLN CAVALIERI  

Midfi eld • So. • 5-11 • 191

Lathrup Village,  Mich./Detroit Country Day/Bridgton Academy

•  Brother, Al, is a sophomore goalie on the SU lacrosse 
team.

L. CAVALIERI’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2007 2/0 1 0 0 0 0 0-0 .000
2008 3/0 1 0 0 0 1 0-0 .000
Totals 5/0 2 0 0 0 1 0-0 .000

L. CAVALIERI’S CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 0
Assists: 0 
Points: 0 

#2  PETER COLUCCINI  

Goalie • Jr. • 6-0 • 205

South Salem, N.Y./John Jay

COLUCCINI’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Min. Svs GA Save% GAA GB W-L-T

2006 15/15 853:15 181 145 .555 10.20 28 10-5-0
2007 13/13 734:31 146 138 .514 11.27 43 5-8-0
2008 2/0 18:14 1 3 .250 9.87 1 0-0-0
Totals 30/28 1606:00 328 286 .534 10.68 72 15-13-0

COLUCCINI’S CAREER HIGHS

Saves: 22 vs. Cornell ‘07
Save Pct.: .667 vs. Massachusetts ‘06

Most Goals Allowed

  16 vs. Cornell ‘07

Fewest Goals Allowed

   3 vs. Villanova ‘08

#43 BRANDON CONLIN  

Defense • So. • 6-3 • 202

Bloomfi eld, Mich./Birmingham Seaholm

CONLIN’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2007 5/0 0 0 0 0 3 0-0 .000
2008 6/0 0 0 0 0 1 0-0 .000
Totals 11/0 0 0 0 0 4 0-0 .000

CONLIN’S CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 0
Assists: 0
Points: 0

#26  JOE COULTER                          

Def. Midfi eld • So. • 6-1 • 205

San Diego, Calif./Westview

COULTER’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2007 12/0 1 1 0 1 2 0-0 .000
2008 10/0 0 0 0 0 0 0-0 .000
Totals 22/0 1 1 0 1 2 0-0 .000

COULTER’S CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 1 vs. Rutgers ‘07
Assists: 0
Points: 1 (1-0) vs. Rutgers ‘07

#14  CHRIS DANIELLO                         

Attack • So. • 5-7 • 172

Cross River, N.Y./John Jay

•  Scored the fi rst goal of his career against Villanova
• Also scored against Binghamton, Princeton and   
 UMass.
•  First career assist at Rutgers.

DANIELLO’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2007 3/0 1 0 0 0 0 0-0 .000
2008 9/0 9 4 2 6 8 0-0 .000
Totals 12/0 10 4 2 6 8 0-0 .000

DANIELLO’S CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 1 Four times; vs. Massachusetts ‘08 
Assists: 1 Two times, vs. Canisius ‘08 *
Points: 1 (1-0) Four times; vs. Massachusetts ‘08
 1 (0-1) Two times, vs. Canisius ‘08 *

* - NCAA Tournament game 

#16  TIM DESKO                            

Midfi eld • Fr. • 5-10 • 193

Syracuse, N.Y./West Genesee

• Son of Syracuse head coach John Desko.

DESKO’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP/GS Shots Goals Assists Points GB FO Pct.

2008 0/0 0 0 0 0 0 0-0 .000
Totals 0/0 0 0 0 0 0 0-0 .000

DESKO’S CAREER HIGHS

Goals: 0 
Assists: 0
Points: 0  


